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Anatomy of ап Heirloom: 


Tongue and 
groove 
glue joinery 
| 
Вита 
< dovetails 
Full mortise locks 
on the doors —»» Butterfly tenon 


. «&— door panels 


Pinned 23 Quadralinear 
mortise — imi |< posts 
and tenon а 
Joinery ^ ^ | 
Side-hung and One piece 
Center-guided drawers drawer fronts 
Ў Sideboard 
Leopold Stickley 
7 Ў Original Design, 191, 
ЖС аы а ааа a ei с 1.&).G. Stickley 


The careful selection of the finest hardwoods, the use of time honored construction 
techniques, and the artistry of Stickley’s unique finishing process result in a furniture 
heirloom that will maintain its beauty and value for generations. 


Discover the Stickley Difference. 


SIICKLEY 


SINCE 1900 


FOR THE LOCATION OF THE STICKLEY DEALER NEAREST YOU OR TO ORDER A CATALOG, CALL 315.682.5500, 
L. & J.G. STICKLEY, INC., STICKLEY DRIVE, P.O. BOX 480, MANLIUS, NEW YORK 13104-0408 


2008 L.&J.G. Stickley, Inc. WWW.STICKLEY.COM 
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888-588-3267 


OLD-HOUSE «s 


INTERIORS 


VOTE UME XV 


EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


DESIGN DIRECTOR 


SENIOR EDITOR 


EDITORIAL INQUIRIES 


EDITOR-AT-LARGE 
GARDEN EDITOR 


CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 


DESIGN/PRODUCTION ASSOCIATE 


PREPRESS SERVICE 


PUBLISHER 


ADVERTISING DIRECTOR 


ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 


ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 


NEW YORK SALES ASSOCIATE 


ADVERTISING PRODUCTION ASSOCIATE 


MAGAZINE INTERN 


BUSINESS MANAGER 


NEWSSTAND MARKETING 


INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIST 


ARCHIVIST AND LIBRARIAN 


FINANCIAL CONSULTANT 


„NUMBER I 


Patricia Poore 
letters@oldhouseinteriors.com 


Inga Soderberg 


art@oldhouseinteriors.com 


Mary Ellen Polson 


mepolson@oldhouseinteriors.com 


Lori Viator 
lviator@oldhouseinteriors.com 


Brian D. Coleman 
Vicki Johnson 


Dan Cooper 
Regina Cole 


Jessica Egmont 
jegmont@oldhouseinteriors.com 


Bruce Trundy 
Sue Scalet 


William J. O’Donnell 


Becky Bernie 
bbernie@oldhouseinteriors.com 


Carol Murray 


cmurray@oldhouseinteriors.com 


Sarah Schultz 
sschultz@oldhouseinteriors.com 


George Penz 
gfpic@mindspring.com 


Cheryl Briscoe 


cbriscoe@oldhouseinteriors.com 
Samantha Pearsall 


Joanne Christopher 
jchristopher@oldhouseinteriors.com 


Ralph Perricelli 
MCC, Eastchester, N.Y. 
DISTRIBUTED BY CURTIS 


James Pope 
Ellen Nelson 
Thomas L. Davis 


NEED TO CONTACT US? 


Old-House Interiors 

GLOUCESTER PUBLISHERS, 108 EAST MAIN ST., GLOUCESTER, MA 01930 

(978) 283-3200 = info@oldhouseinteriors.com 
oldhouseinteriors.com 


EDITORIAL 

Please use the address/ 
phone above, or email to 
info@oldhouseinteriors.com 
or art@oldhouseinteriors.com 


ADVERTISING 

Call: (978) 283-4721 

EMAIL: bbernie@oldhouseinteriors.com 
RETAILING 

If you would like to sell 

the magazine or Sourcebook 

in your store or office, call 

(978) 283-3200 


SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE 

" To order a new subscription, 
inquire about your account 
status, renew, give a gift 
subscription, or change your 
address, log onto our website, 
or call (800) 462-0211 


SOURCEBOOKS/BACK ISSUES 

" To order the Design Center 
Sourcebook for $19.95 ppd. 
or back issues at $6.95 each 
ppd., call (978) 283-3200, 
MC, VISA, AMEX accepted. 


© Copyright 2008 by Gloucester Publishers. All rights reserved. 
PRINTED AT THE LANE PRESS, SOUTH BURLINGTON, VERMONT. 


Strength їп 


Our Roots, 
Makes Us 
Stronger Today. 


Since we opened our doors over 90 years ago, 
Crown City Hardware has committed itself to pre widing 
the most extensive collection of restoration, decorative 
and antique hardware coupled with unparalleled 
customer service. From the modest bungalow, toa 
period movie set, to everything in between, our vast 
collection now encompasses over 100,000 hardware 
items in a wide range of prices, design periods and 


finis nes all supported by our expert service. 
We invite you to shop our collection via the web, catalog or store: 


WWW. Ќе on.com * € Crown City 


Collection Vol. 7 - 1047 N. Allen Ave., Pasadena, CA 


CROWN CITY HARDWARE 


“Get lost in the details” 


Photos from our Pasadena store and an actual 
customer quote: “This is not a hardware store, 
it’s hardware heaven!” 


editor’s WELCOME 


JANUARY 


The year coming up 


FEBRUARY 2009 


LOOKED BACK TO this page one year ago, in the first issue of 2008. On 
] it I bemoaned the disappearance of eccentricity as new money flooded 
into my city, developing every last lot, covering old shore paths with 
black asphalt, obliterating a clamshell-strewn yard. 

Well. That was then. Development is ongoing in Gloucester, but sure- 
ly it has slowed, here and throughout the country. “The economy” will get 
worse before it gets better. Repercussions are terrible. It is a shakeup and a 
shakedown, and many of the casualties will have done no wrong. 

So for me to suggest that there is a silver lining would be mean-spirited. 
There is nothing good about jobs and homes lost, nothing good about liv- 
ing in heightened fear. Still, lessons will be learned; some people and some 
companies will get stronger. No one would invite clinical depression, but 
the introspection that comes of hitting bottom can be life changing. No one 
wants cancer, but surviving it adds nuance to a personality. 

And no one wants the country, or the world, to be in this kind of 
chaos. But since it has happened anyway, what will we get out of it? In con- 
templating my own losses, I’ve found a deep serenity about the people and 
things and tasks I love, which have little to do with material wealth. In the 
magazine’s struggle to stay alive, its staff has been extraordinarily creative and 
cohesive. Maybe, in the larger world, both gratitude and innovation will be 
in greater supply. 

For now: you can help us secure our future. Introduce OHI to simpa- 
tico friends, colleagues, and neighbors; buy them gift subscriptions or have 
them order a trial issue on our website. When you buy something from an 
advertiser, sing our praises—tell them you found them through us. Sign up 
for our soon-to-launch newsletter, free to you and a good way to keep in 


touch with news and specials. Visit oldhouseinteriors.com 


With thanks, 


BRUCE MARTIN 


WWW.PERSIANCARPET.COM 


THE ARTS & CRAFTS CARPET 
COLLECTION 


The most authentic and 
beautiful carpets in the 
Arts & Crafts tradition come 


from our looms to your floor. 


Call for a dealer in your area 
1-800-333-1801 


Carpets: behind, The Oak Park PC-7B, front, The Oak Park PC-7A Image: Brantewood Estate Helensburugh, Scotland 
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Winterthur in Texas 
When Winterthur Museum 
and Country Estate decided 
to partner with Historic Fort 
Worth for a designer show- 
house, the organization hired 
restoration architect John 
Milner to design the house, 
and local boy Brent Hull of 
Hull Historical Millwork to do 
the interior woodwork. 


Details in the dining room 
include fluted columns in cor- 
ners of the rooms and a false 

door. The mantels and stair- 


room, master bedroom, and 
study are all exact copies of 
original millwork collected by 
Henry du Pont at Winterthur. 
Details in the rooms on the 
first floor are more Georgian 
in character, Hull says, while 
the mouldings upstairs are 
more Federal. Hull is the 
author of the forthcoming 
book Traditional American 
Rooms (Fox Chapel Publish- 
ing, Spring 2009), which 
documents 20 Georgian and 
Federal rooms at Winterthur. 
Carrying millwork based 
on classical rules of propor- 
tion throughout the house 
helped unify the rooms, 
which were decorated by 
more than a dozen design- 
ers. “Going back to these 


EVAN CHAMBERS of Pavonine Glass discovered 

his preferred medium 10 years ago, when he saw a 
glass blowing at Carl Radke’s Phoenix Studios not 
far from his California home. Soon after, his sister 
snuck him into a glass-blowing course she was tak- 
ing at Cal Poly San Luis Obispo. Chambers, the son 
of two Pasadena artists, jumped in with both feet. He 
took courses and did studio work with George Jerich 
and Sonny Cresswell, specialists in Art Nouveau 
lustre glass. For the past four years, he’s owned his 
own studio with a partner, glass artist Elaine Hyde. 
“Elaine especially has really brought me up to speed 
on how to get a nice luster,” says Chambers, now 
28. " Adding luster to Art Nouveau glass is tricky. 
Tin must be added at just the right temperature, in a 
matter of seconds at the very end of the process, and 


interact perfectly with the silver in 
ates mouth-blown _ the glass to create the desired ef- 
Art Nouveau-style | fect. “It’s the combination of these 
lustre glass like the two metals that gives lustre glass 
lamp shade below, + good luster,” Chambers says. 
using a series of r 
Another trademark technique for 


techniques, including 
feathering the glass Art Nouveau glass is feathering. 


cases throughout the house 
are accurate replicas of 18th 
century originals at Winterthur. 


Evan Chambers cre- 


"The idea was to show 
people what a classical 
interior can look like and 


how it works in a new 
house," says Hull, who is 
Winterthur's sole millwork 
licensee (hullhistorical.com). 

Milner, of John Milner 
Architects in Chadds Ford, 
PA (johnmilnerarchitects. 
com), based the new house 
on Readbourne, a Georgian 
house built in Maryland in 
1733, for which Winterthur 
has extensive documenta- 
tion. The mouldings, man- 
tels, paneling, and other trim 
in the living room, dining 


Е ё In 50 ог 100 years, good сак furniture will 


traditional models is a great 
way of putting together 
rooms that look right and 
feel great,” Hull says. “You 
walk into an old room and it 
just feels right.” 


For more about Winterthur, 
visit winterthur.org; for 
more pictures of the 
completed house, visit 
historicfortworth.org 


with a pick. To achieve it, the artist wraps the 
glass when it’s still solid (before 
air is blown into it) with a band of 
glass of a different color. Then he 
takes a tool called a feathering pick 
and moves the hot line of glass 
around on the molten surface. " 

In addition to complete lamps, 
Chambers also creates metal 
sculptures, casting the bronze and 
copper himself before blowing 
glass through the piece. “My glass 
is very traditional. | feel like that’s the way it should 
be. My metalwork is more 100% from my imagina- 
tion, and I’m really happy about that.” Pavonine 
Glass, (805) 215-9269, pavonineglass.com —МЕР 


be worth many times its first cost. For the time is coming when it 


will be valuable on account of its permanent worth and its scareity. 9 9 — Gustav Stickley, 1909 
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AUSMN 

ORIGINAL 
EXQUISITE 

ORNAMENT 


Gently Flexible, 
Easy to Install. 


Created by 


enna 


| y 
| oJ PWEAVER_ 


from Lenna: “The use of Mirrors to Create the Illusion of Greater Space”... 
This entrance is only 10'x15'. From the French we used the technique of “Mirror in Panes” 
and combined them with four ornamented vertical panels to create this Grand Style. 


The mirror reflects on itself to visually move the walls back creating the feeling of a much 
grander space. Installation: 3 men/3 days. 


Af he Secrets of Todays Most Elegant Interiors 
are in the PETITSIN Design Portfolio... 


Hundreds of Design Ideas 
Approx. 550 pgs. including 50 Full Colour pgs. 
2 Vol. Set, $125 + SH - Code OHI-2/09 


For more information about J.P. Weaver 
and over 140 downloadable designs, visit our website: 


uuu (А (2) eaver. COM 


Pa 


LEFT: Detail of the staircase panel. Vertical French Shell panel shown is RMF 7082 (12"x28", 
under $250.00) plus linears from our “TITANIC” collection to compose this beautiful panel. 


From Titanic archival photographs, Lenna recreated the original ornamentation for the 
film. The entire collection is featured in Vol. I, Part III. 2/09 


TEL: (818) 500-1740 941 AIR WAY е GLENDALE, CA 91201 FAX: (818) 500-1798 


GRACEWOOD DESIGN) 


ELEGANT FLOOR COVERINGS 


Gracewood Design specializes in custom 
canvas rugs tailored to the size, colors and 


design specifications of our clients. 


Please visit our website to see 250+ 
examples of our work in designs ranging 
from Early American, Victorian, 


Arts & Crafts to Op Art. 


(503) 922-0386 


WWW.GRACEWOODDESIGN.COM 


10%: 


your first order 
“with code 


Е9901 


High Velocity Outlets too! 


ontemporary ог 
Traditional Grilles 
Made to last a Lifetime 


The finest quality and largest selection 
of sizes and materials 
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| OPEN HOUSE 


offers two different 
“bunny” designs, and 
House Vernacular has 
more than half a dozen 
lines in its Nursery Pape 
collection(housevernacu 
.com). The show contin- 
ues through April 5 at th 
Cooper-Hewitt National 
Design Museum in New 
York, (212) 849-8400, 
cooperhewitt.org 


these connections with a 
delightful presentation of 
about 30 papers illustrated 
with nursery rhymes and 
designs inspired by works 
of fiction and adventure. 
Luckily for those planning 
а child's room, some of 
the themes represented 
in the show are still in 
production: Carol Mead 
Design (carolmead.com) 


Wall Stories 

Peter Rabbit and Mother 
Goose. Christopher Robin 
and Alice in Wonderland. 
From their beginnings in 
the 1870s, children’s wall- 
papers have been strongly 
influenced by literature 
and popular culture. A 
new exhibition, “Wall 
Stories: Children’s Wallpa- 
pers and Books," explores 


A century ago, heiress Isabella Stewart Gardner cre- 
ated the perfect antidote to Boston’s cold, dark, wet 
winters when she built a light-suffused, temperate 
garden in the courtyard of her own personal muse- 
um. The Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum isn't re- 
ally a house, although Gardner lived in an apartment 
on the fourth floor until her death in 1924. Opening 
with a concert by members of the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra on New Year's Day, 1903, this replica of 

a 15th-century Venetian-style palazzo presents ап 
astounding and wide-ranging collection of art in a 
personal and intimate setting. Mrs. Gardner collect- 
ed much of the art in just a few years, and person- 
ally supervised the construction of the palazzo and 
the installation of the collection. On view are such 
treasures as the only fresco by Piero della Francesca 
outside Italy, a Rembrandt self portrait as a young man, and Gardner 
herself, painted by John Singer Sargent and others. (Several priceless 
treasures by Vermeer, Rembrandt, and others stolen in 1990 are still at 
large.) The courtyard, brimming with flowers year round, remains the 
museum's beating heart: а restful place to pause and reflect on a remark- 
able environment for art created by one woman. Isabella Stewart Gardner 


“Mrs. Gardner in Venice," an 
1894 painting by Anders Zorr 


| Museum, 280 The Fenway, Boston, (617) 566-1401, gardnermuseum.org 


T: The Titian Room houses masterworks by the Renaissance artist and Bellini. 
The winter display of trailing nasturtiums in the museum's courtyard. 


home & office 


FURNITURE | 


The Stylish 
Alternative to Bulky | 
Cast Iron! 


FREE UP VALUABLE FLOOR SPACE BY 
REPLACING BULKY CAST IRON RADIATORS WITH 
SLEEK STEAM RADIATORS. 


о istinctive 
esigns. 


STEAMVIEW 


Sleek Profile: Steamview has а 2%” and Charleston Pro 
а 4" profile, respectively. Both are available in two heights 
(16” and 24") and five widths (247, 36”, 48”, 60" and 72”). 


Quick and Easy Installation: Steam Radiators are made 
for both one and two pipe steam systems (will also operate 
with a hot-water heating system). Multiple tappings allow 
the radiators to be piped six different ways. 


Durability: Steam Radiators all-welded steel construction 
insures a long service life. Proprietary internal construction 


guards against steam corrosion. 
| 
| 
Order factory direct for this heating season by 


calling now 1-800-966-0587 or visit our website 
at www.steamradiators.com 


Available for Immediate Delivery: Available 
for immediate delivery in white. Other colors are 
available by special order. 


P.O. Box 8287 
Ward Hill, MA 01835 


Winter Extravaganza 


A January tradition in New York, the Winter Antiques Show 
features 75 dealers of American, English, European, and Asian 
fine and decorative arts from antiquity through the 1960s. This 
year's exhibition, "The Fragile Art: Extraordinary Objects from 
The Corning Museum of Glass,” presents glass artistry spannin¢ 
four continents and three millennia. The show runs from 

Jan. 23 to Feb. 1 at the Park Avenue Armory (at 67th Street), 
with a gala opening night party on Jan. 22. A young collector's 
night will be held Jan. 29. Proceeds benefit East Side House 
Settlement. (718) 292-7392, winterantiquesshow.com 
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linn t mice 


* GREATER PHILADELPHIA 
HISTORIC HOME SHOW/ 
DESIGNER CRAFTSMAN 
SHOW Jan 16-18, King of 
Prussia, PA More than 70 
exhibitors in the restoration 
field, plus artisanal work in 


| early American decorative 


arts. Sponsored by Old- 
House Interiors and Early 
Homes. (717) 796-2380, 
historichomeshow.com 

* ANTIQUES AT THE 
ARMORY Jan. 23-25, 


| 69th Regiment Armory, 


New York Runs concurrently 


| with the Winter Antiques 
| Show (free shuttle between 


venues). (973) 808-5015, 
stellashows.com 

* COLORADO WINTER 
SYMPOSIUM Jan. 24, 
Boettcher Mansion, Golden, 
CO Christian Gladu speaks 
on creating Arts and Crafts 
homes. Colorado Arts & 
Crafts Society, (720) 497- 
7632, colorarts-crafts.org 

* "THE WOMEN OF 
TIFFANY STUDIOS" 

Jan. 31, Art Center College of 
Design, Pasadena. Margaret 
K. Hofer will speak as part of 
the Sidney D. Gamble Lecture 
Series. Friends of the Gamble 
House (626) 793-3334, 


| gamblehouse.org 


* THE MODERN SHOW 
Feb. 27-March 1, 69th 
Regiment Armory, 

New York (973) 808-5015, 
stellashows.com 


ja 


An English textile from Cora 
Ginsburg, at Winter Antiques. 


з ARTS AND CRAFTS 
CONFERENCE & ANTIQUES 
SHOW Feb. 20-22, Grove 
Park Inn, Asheville, NC 

This year's event features 

a seminar, "Arts & Crafts 
Across the Pond: American 
Interpretations of British 

Arts & Crafts Icons," by 

OHI Editor-at-Large Brian 
Coleman. (828) 628-1915, 
arts-craftsconference.com 

s TRADITIONAL BUILDING 
EXHIBITION AND 
CONFERENCE March 12-14, 
Hynes Convention Center, 
Boston National trade show 
for historic-home owners, 
architects, designers, 
contractors, and craftsmen. 
(781) 779-1560, traditional 
buildingshow.com 

s HEART OF COUNTRY 
ANTIQUES SHOW March 
12-14, Nashville Featuring the 
finest antiques and decorative 
arts from every region. (314) 
962-8580, heartofcountry.com 


Sheldon 


SHELDON SLATE PRODUCTS, INC. 


SSP 


Slate - the Incredible Green Building Material! 


Durable, beautiful and versatile. Anti-bacterial, chemical free, healthy, stain-resistant, noncombustible. 
Unmatched in strength and durability. The natural colors, textures and inherent qualities of slate are 
in tune with today’s lifestyle demands for a home or business with warmth, elegance, charm 
and easy maintenance. Our U.S. slate is quarried to size and shipped to your door. 
Family-owned for four generations, we take pride in treating our customers and our land with respect. 


ddle Granville, N.Y. 12849 Monson, Maine 04464 
8-642-1280 » Fax 518-642-9085 www.sheldonslate.com 207-997-3615 - Fax 207-997-2966 


То thine own floors be true! 


These attractive registers, exude quality and give a first-class look 

to your home! The impressive look of a home can quickly be reduced 

with a blah-looking mediocre register, so take a moment and pay a visit to 

our site www.heatregisters.com! Emphasize a design, harmonize a wood, accent a color! 
© Add a bit of panache to create an exceptional ambiance 
| all throughout your entire home! 9. за 


ke he Ee kd ER ds aR 


We offer a tremendous assortment of 
registers, cold air returns, toe kicks, surface mounts, 
flush mounts, opera grilles, eggrates, domed, and 
lots more! Constructed in a vast assortment 
of woods and metals, including bronze, 
cast iron and steel, in finishes of copper, 
nickel, black, brass and more! 
Custom work also available! 


(509) 535-5098 or (509) 535-1237 
www.heatregisters.com 


Зека, 


Antique Flooring Aged to Perfection 
Add Hand Hewn Beams and Barnwood 
Siding to bring a “Touch of the Past” to your next project. 


E 


Conklin's Authentic Antique Barnwood 
& Hand Hewn Beams, Inc. 


Susquehanna, Pennsylvania * Phone (570) 465-3832 
MOTAWI.COM 734.213.0017 conklinsbarnwood.com 
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à Like Grandma’s ё 


The original Iron and Brass Sleigh Bed in vintage white looks just like the one in the spare bedroom of my grand- 
mother’s Foursquare. The decorative accents are cast by hand. With headboard and tall footboard, the queen size 


sells for $1,499. From Charles P. Rogers, (866) 845-5946, charlesprogers.com 


Taken to Task > 

Perfect over a work space, billiard 
table, or for the garage, these 
vintage green and white enamel 
pendants recall the police inter- 
rogation lights from 1940s film noir 
movies. They’re priced at $430 to 
$875, depending on shade and size. 


From Brass Light Gallery, (800) 


243-9595, brasslight.com 


à Chased Brasses 


Hand-chased brasses date back to the 1680s and are some of the earliest 


American hardware. These 3%" and 4" Queen Anne reproductions are faith- 


ful copies of hand-stamped designs. Both retail for $11 to $13.20, depending 


on finish. From Horton Brasses, (800) 754-9127, horton-brasses.com 


Lots more in the Design Center at designcentersourcebook.com 
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= Custom Geometry 

Working in the ripsmatta, or warp-face, weaving technique, Patricia 
Burling creates custom rugs in colors, size, and geometric patterns 
you specify. Wool rugs are priced at 583 to $110 per square foot. 
From WillowWeave, (203) 268-4794, patriciaburling.com 


t Stained-Glass on the Floor 


Just introduced, Pasadena Spice re-creates stained-glass patterns familiar 
from the Ultimate Bungalows of Greene & Greene. In hand-carded, 
-spun, -dyed, and -knotted Himalayan wool, а 9" x r2' rug retails for 


$4,320. From Tiger Rug, (877) 828-9500, tigerrug.net 


Magic Carpets 


¢ Linear Wonder 


Strongly influenced by the geometric designs of Frank 
Lloyd Wright, the Usona is hand knotted in India us- 
ing wool imported from New Zealand. Ап 8! x то! rug 
in this new design sells for $2,800. From The Persian 
Carpet, (800) 333-1801, persiancarpet.com 


Tulips Under Foot + 


Inspired by a Dard Hunter stained-glass window at the 
Roycroft Inn, Monterey Mist comes in sizes up to 10' 
x 14'. A 6' x 9! version of the hand-knotted Tibetan 
rug retails for about $3,996. From L. & J.G. Stickley, 
(315) 682-5500, stickley.com 


Graphic Design e 


The Isaac Buck is based on an original 


house in Hanover, Massachusetts. All floor- 
cloths are made with a multi-step process 
to insure durability and longevity (see the 
online construction page). Most cost $40 
per square foot. From Gracewood Design, 


503) 922-0386, gracewooddesign.com 
503 360, в 5 
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TIME-TESTED 
DESIGN, NOT FADS 


AND DECORATING ADVICE 
YOU CAN REALLY USE 


IN THE MIDsT of gut-wrenching renovation, I planned 
my someday kitchen, imagined the period-style 
bathroom I would add, the leather chairs and wicker 
porch swing and Morris fabrics I would buy. Period 
design became my passion, which I share with you 
in the pages of oLp-House INTERIORS. There's 
nothing stuffy about decorating 
history, nothing to limit you. On OLD-Housr RER 
the contrary, it’s artful, quirky, IN 

bursting with ideas I couldn’t 
dream up on my most creative 
day. Armed with knowledge 


about the period and style 
of your house, you'll create 
a personal interor that will 
stand the test of time... ап 


approach far superior to the 
fad-conscious advice given in other magazines. Join me. 


I promise you something different! 


I 


PATRICIA POORE, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


Фа 


то ORDER: Use Ше postpaid order cards opposite, ог 

call 800-462-021 I and charge to mc or visa. 

sırrs: Your thoughtfulness remembered all year—fill 
out the gift card opposite or call the number above; 


we'll even send a card to announce your gift. 


OILD HOUSE 


INTERIORS 


The Only Magazine Devoted to Period-Inspired Home Design. 


- The Classic Spiral 


Black and white spiral tiles are an early-20th-century bath basic. 
These porcelain reproductions come in 24"-square mesh-backed 
sheets that make installation a breeze. The tiles retail for $11.95 
per square foot. From The Victorian Homes Connection, 


(509) 232-2488, victorianconnection.com 


Wood and Marble t 


The EuroCraftsman Collection in oak lends itself to 
custom treatments, like inlaid marble in the bath. Solid 
hardwood boards are hand scraped, then finished in 
natural tung oil to resemble historic European floor- 
ing. For a custom quote, contact Richard Marshall Fine 


Flooring, (800) 689-5981, richardmarshall.com 


an 
oo ۾‎ Skirted Soaker 


The York may look like a classic cast-iron tub, but it’s molded from 


Englishcast, an insulated, scratch-resistant material with high limestone 


content. The 68"-long tub has a center drain that allows two to soak 
comfortably. It retails for about $2,890. From Victoria & Albert, 


800) 421-7189, vandabaths.com 
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t Lean and Sleek 


With a graceful, low-arc spout and levers trimmed in matte 
black, the Classic Moderne faucet is an understated tribute to 
Art Deco style. The 8" widespread suite in polished nickel retails 
for $672. From the Art Deco Collection by California Faucets, 


(800) 822-8855, calfaucets.com 


+. Lots more in the Design Center at 


= A Raining Rose 

There’s nothing more sooth- 
ing than showering under the 
umbrella of a wide shower 
rose. This 12" model is $635 
to $983, depending on finish. 
Pair it with the 14%" exposed 


Nottingham shower arm, 


priced at $507 to $755. Both 
from Altmans, (800) 678-6463, 


altmansproducts.com 


Bathing on Air 4 


Get all the luxury of a classic pedestal bathtub with up to the 


minute air-jet technology. The Airbath system includes 18 air jets, 
a keypad-controlled motor, and a 300-watt heater. Prices for the 
61" Airbath-equipped Dual bathtub begin at $4,400. From 


Sunrise Specialty, (510) 729-7277, sunrisespecialty.com 


Roman Living + 

Compose a stone tile “rug” at any size you desire with Plaza, 

a 4%" mosaic from New Ravenna. It’s artfully composed of gold- 
accented white flowers on a green background. Prices for the 24" x 42" 
rug shown begin at $166 per square foot. From Norberry Tile, 


(206) 343-9916, norberrytile.com 


û Suite for a Monarch 
Characteristically Art Deco, 

the Monarque wash stand features 
a coordinating widespread lav 

set with octagonal cross handles 
and rectangular swivel spout. 

In polished nickel, the wash stand 
and basin are $3,563. The matching 
lav set is $1,558. From Herbeau, 


(800) 547-1608, herbeau.com 
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Roman Baths 


BY PATRICIA POORE 


THE OLD-FASHIONED bathroom made 
a comeback two decades ago; such 
early-20th-century standards as ped- 
estal sinks, white tile, beaded-board 
wainscot, hexagon mosaic floors, 
and ca. 1920 light fixtures are read- 
ily available. Bathrooms thus outfit- 
ted seem to fit into houses of any 
age and style. A second popular ap- 
proach has been the Craftsman bath- 
room, another hundred-year revival, 
today featuring slate and oak, art-tile 
accents, and brass Mission sconces. 
Through all of this, of course, 
fixtures with classical lines have nev- 
er gone out of style. Indeed, a beau- 
tiful trend is toward the formal, neo- 
classical bathroom. These bathrooms 


designed by Visbeen Associates, Ar- 


chitects, make an illustrative pair: the 
first is rather European and luxurious- 
ly old-fashioned with stylish painted 
vanities; the next is coolly classical. 

Two Creeks is an English 
manor in an updated Tudor style, 
with stonework and steep rooflines. 
Ceilings are interesting throughout 


the house; a vaulted one in the mas- 


This beautifully detailed bath is in a new English-inspired house. Classical woodwork 
surrounding the soaking tub lends intimacy in the marble-floored room; transoms over 
doors are leaded glass. The twin vanities suggest another era of luxury. 


WILLIAM J. HEBERT (THIS PAGE & OPPOSITE) 
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THIS LUXURIOUS 
BATHROOM 15 
| OUTFITTED LIKE 
| ОТНЕВ ВООМ5, " 
WITH FURNITURE, A | 
| А CHANDELIER, AND ў 
ж ДЪ FINE WOODWORK 
A AND GLASS. 


TWO CREEKS Ada, Michigan, 2008 


а BEDROOM FLOORING 
а FLOORING TILE аска ® SHOWER ТИЕ 
® TUB AND SINKS 
е LIGHTING 


а CUSTOM HARDWARE — 


= CABINETWORK 


® CEILING FINISH 


CURTAINS 


TOP: Twin vani- 
ties flank the door 
to the bedroom. 
RIGHT: Inspired 
by a furniture 
piece, vanities 
have turned legs, 
hand carving, 
inlaid moulding, 
and a multi- 
layer rubbed and 
glazed finish. The 
ogee edge on the 
granite counter- 
top matches the 
corner radius. 


This neoclassical 
master bath is 
at Ingleside, a new 
house with A&C 
and Shingle 
elements. The room 
recalls old, luxury 
hotel bathrooms 
in its timeless 
materials and 
detailed austerity. 


#8 


Grand Rapids, Mich., 


АМ 
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2005 IN 


GLESIDE 


ter bedroom carries into the master 
bath. It has a softly glowing (and 
mildew resistant) specialty finish by 
paint decorator Diane Hasso, who 
created the multi-step troweled fin- 
ish with an “embedded” texture that 
can someday be easily repainted. 
Ingleside is an Arts and Crafts- 
inspired house with elements of the 
Shingle Style. The interior is transi- 
tional, with a classical hall and kitch- 
en and raised-panel wainscots and 
a Craftsman-inspired home office. 
The neoclassical bathroom is given 
elegant proportions with a wainscot 
of marble ashlar tiles finished with a 
Greek fret design. Matching porce- 
lain sinks on legs symmetrically flank 
a doorway on the long wall oppo- 
site the bathtub. The tall cabinet is 
capped with a graceful cornice. + 
WAYNE VISBEEN, Visbeen Associates, Inc., 


Grand Rapids, MI: (616) 285-9901, 
visbeen.biz 


JAMES YOCHUM (TOP) 
WILLIAM J. HEBERT (EXTERIOR) 


^ Elmira 
/ Stove 


f 


For true originals. 


RANGES * WALL OVENS ° REFRIGERATORS е 


MICROWAVES 


Adorned with nickel or chrome, each custom 
built Elmira Stove Works appliance is true to its 


| era, while offering the performance and features 
found in the most modern kitchen appliances. 


k Elmira Stove Works sets the standard for superior quality, design 
© Wor 5 and customization. Let us build one for you. 


ElmiraStoveWorks.com г1-800-295-8498 


DISHWASHERS 


By Appointment to 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth И 
Manufacturer of Kitchen and Bathroom 
Taps & Mixers 
Barber Wilsons & Company Limited 


Barber Wilsons & Co. Ltd. 


Because true luxury 
is never a commodity 


We make faucets that don’t come back 


for people who do 


For more information 
contact us at: 


1.800.727.6317 
www.barwil.co.uk 
sjenkinson@barwil.co.uk 


| Manufacturing В 
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other VOICES 


What’s in a House Name? 


BY CATHERINE LUNDIE 


Y GRANDPARENTS lived in a charming 1879 

Ontario cottage: snugly symmetrical, with 

a single center gable. High up on the brick 
facade was a belt course made of bottle bottoms, a build- 
ing tradition brought to Canada by Scottish brickmasons. 
The name of the place, carved into the stone in the gable 
over the door, was Crystal Cottage. 

I can see, in retrospect, that it was Crystal Cot- 
tage, with its gleaming glass trim and letters carved in a 
quaint arch, that fired my lifelong fascination with nam- 
ing houses. It’s an ancient custom, dating as far back as 
700 ВСЕ, according to Joyce Miles’ highly entertaining 
Owl’s Hoot: How People Name Their Houses. 

In fledgling America, naming provided a way to 
establish ownership of a land claim: Master Maycock’s 
Dividend and Smith’s Hundred are early Virginia exam- 
ples. In the two centuries before street names and house 
numbers were regulated, a house name served a practical 
purpose as well. 

According to Miles, the practice is still common in 
Great Britain. Yet in talking about it with people here, I 
made a curious discovery: many Americans are uncom- 
fortable with the idea; they see it as pretentious. Here’s 
one expression from an online rant: “Why can’t I name 
my home? I’m permitted to be as self-important as the 
next guy, right?” To give this fellow his due, some house- 
names are a tad ostentatious. The other day I drove past 
a typically mediocre mini-mansion with a huge, chest- 
thumping sign that proclaimed it THUNDERGUST. 
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In a chat at the Houston Architecture Information 
Forum, Dbigtex56 shrewdly wrote, “Naming makes 
sense only if the house is distinctive. Naming every 
house in a tract development would be like Mr. Tyson 
naming each of his chickens.” 


BUT WHAT ABOUT old-house owners? Should we stand 
accused of pomposity if we give our old beauties a name? 
A resounding NO, I say! There’s no denying we’re а 
house-proud lot, but we have every right to be. Each old 
house is unique. It’s also demanding, and chances are that 
you've invested the proverbial blood, sweat and tears in 
it, in the process becoming deeply attached. Our desire 
to name our homes isn’t about impressing the neighbors 
or upping real-estate value. It’s about expressing our at- 
tachment to a house with personality. 

I offer these suggestions for naming your house: 

AFTER THE FAMILY NAME: the Vanderbilts used theirs 
when they named Biltmore, as did Henry Clay Frick, 
whose Pittsburgh home is called Clayton. Ifa suffix isn’t 
to your liking, you can simply add “House” to your own 
surname. In England, more than in youthful America, 
one can legitimately use the words Castle, Manor, Hall, 
Grange, or Park as well. Yet it’s not without precedent 
here: San Simeon, aka Hearst Castle, comes to mind. 
William Randolph Hearst was impervious to the slings 
and arrows of public opinion. 

Or, first names can be joined to give the house a 
moniker. Alan and Molly, for example, [cont. on page 28] 
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all about the fi 


Photo courtesy of Pioneer Millworks. Settlers Plank Oak Flooring, finished with Millie's All Purpose Penetrating Tung Oil 


The Highest Quality ~ The Lowest Toxicity 


lymerized Tung Oil Wood Finishes Sutherland Welles Ltd ® 
т Floors, Walls, Cabinetry & Fine Furniture ° 
e on any Wood or Porous Stone toll free 800-322-1245 


rmulated for Interior and Exterior Applications WWW. tungoilfinish. com 


Carved signs 
from Danthonia 
and a bronze plaque 
from Craftsman 
Homes 
Connection. 


STEEL PARTNERS INC. 
` 888.588.3211 


YDS POSSE 


| SIGNING the Name 


Historically, house names were incised in stone, hand-painted 


| in gold leaf оп а fanlight, even incorporated into stained glass. 

| Signs are today available in such materials as carved wood, 

| engraved slate, polymer resin with embossed lettering, cast 
aluminum, and ceramic. " The most popular form is the plaque, 
which can be screwed onto a door or wall or hung from a 
sign-post, wrought-iron bracket, even from chains on the front 
| porch. " Wooden signs сап be plain or carved and decorated 
with a motif. Ceramic tiles can be used to spell out a name. 


TRY THESE WEBSITES FOR IDEAS: 

CHARLESTON GARDENS charlestongardens.com Carved polymer-resin 
"stone" plaques. * CRAFTSMAN HOMES CONNECTION crafthome.com 
Subdued A&C-style real bronze house plaques. * CROWN CITY HARDWARE 
restoration.com Cast brass plaques. * DAHLHOUS dahlhaus-lighting.corr 


Heavy cast-aluminum signs in the European tradition. * DANTHONIA 
danthonia.com.au Australian company creating hand carved weatherproof 
signs; online design-it-yourself feature lets you play and preview). * 

DUQUELLA TILE & CLAYWORKS tiledecorative.com A&C-era art Ше 
including ceramic house numbers and custom signs, * ERIE LANDMARK CO. 
erielandmark.com Classic bronze plaques. * LANDMARK IMPRESSIONS 

| landmarkimpressions.com Porcelain enamel on cast-bronze plaques. * 
ROCHEFORD HANDMADE TILE housenumbertiles.com Handmade tile house 
numbers and custom signs in AGC, Victorian, 
Tudor, and Prairie styles. * SEVEN PINES FORGE 
sevenpinesforge.com Custom wrought- 

iron signs especially suited to early homes. ® 

* SPRING VALLEY SIGNS springvalleysigns.corr 


Many designs and customization, handcrafted in 


high-density urethane (or wood if you insist) 


suggest Alamo. Гуе always found that approach a bit 
hokey, confirmed when I experimented with my hus- 
band's name and my own: Toddcat . . . eeew! 

DERIVED FROM NATURE: Such names are perhaps the most 
common, based on trees, flowers, animals and birds, 
weather, or geography. Frank Lloyd Wright’s Fallingwa- 
ter (a house built over a waterfall) is a famous example. 


www.meredithtile.com В 
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The historic name of editor-in-chief Patricia Poore’s 
house is Tanglemoor. Finding itself now on a suburban 
street near the beach, the house was once the only one ina 
wild, tangled moorland close by the rocky Atlantic shore. 

New Jersey-based architect Philip Kennedy—Grant 
finds naming for a sense of place the most cogent ap- 
proach. “For me, the notion of naming has to do with 
tying the building overtly to the geography,” he says. 
Although he often draws on natural elements for names 
like Stonesthrow, he also, interestingly, takes it beyond 
the literal, sometimes bestowing a name that is “about 
characteristics that reinforce the story behind the design; 
for example, The Orchards, wherein the [new] house 
incorporates landscape elements to be seen as remnants 
of the former farm.” 

DISTINCTIVE FEATURES: Think the House of the Seven 
Gables in Salem, Mass. Architecture-based names can 
also refer to unique materials used in the building (like 
Crystal Cottage). 

LITERATURE AND THE ARTS: Here lies a boundless well- 
spring of inspiration. Although tenth U.S. President John 
Tyler’s Virginia property was called Smith’s Hundred 
for two centuries, he renamed it Sherwood Forest in a 
nod to his reputation as a political outlaw (or maverick, 
in today’s parlance). I’ve always been partial to Charles 
Dickens’ Bleak House; J.K. Rowling’s The Burrow is 
undeniably cozier. 

THE PLOT: Writer Joyce Miles believes that some folks 
“have an instinct for the [house’s] underlying plot or 
theme” and that can make a name memorable or evoca- 
tive. Assist that instinct, she says, with research into of 
the history of your house and your area. Read up on lo- 
cal legends, talk to old-timers for their memories. (Near 
Isaac Pickering’s 1747 Pennsylvania house lies a tiny, 
overgrown foundation said to be the home of a Lenni 
Lenape Indian; the property is called Tuckamony Farm 
for her.) This creative approach honors history. 

IRONY: Still can’t get past that lingering self-con- 
sciousness about giving your house a name? Try an al- 
ternate spelling for a bit of ironic humor. For example: 
an 1881 Queen Anne built at Brant Point on Nantucket 
was given the apparently regal name Sandanwede. 

Architect Philip Kennedy-Smith sums it up: “I 
think the name can outlive the owners, if it is apt.” Yes, 
like my grandparents’ Crystal Cottage, with its sparkling 
belt course of many, many beer bottle bottoms (happy 
bricklayer?). The pretty-sounding euphemism matches 
the quintessentially Victorian house. + 


[€] SHOP © PEWABIC 


SINCE 1903 


Exhibitions and Tours, | 
visit PEWABIC.ORG. | 


* With your Ist time purchase of $50 or more. 


Type in the promo code, OHI, to receive discount. 


: 10125 Е. Jefferson Ave. 
: Detroit, MI 48214 
: (4/2 miles east of Downtown Detroit at Cadillac) 


Free & Open to the Public 
Mon-Sar » 
SUN * NOON-4PM 


10AM-6PM 


: 313.822.0954 + www.pewabic.org 
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` fora free catalog: 1 -800 630-711 
or go to schoolhouseelectric.com. 
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NCE UPON A TIME, long 
before glittering Miami 

Vice skyscrapers and Dis- 
ney fantasies scrawled their signa- 
ture across the state, there was a 
whole other Florida. A wild Florida, 
where legendary “Barefoot Mail- 
men” trudged sleepy lawless shores 
before there was a road between 
Palm Beach and Miami. Where ec- 
centric personalities and powerful 
magnates flavored the growth of en- 
tire towns. And actually, that Florida 
still exists. Go look for it. 

Start with the Barnacle House 
in Coconut Grove, a house that 
the Barefoot Mailmen would have 
known. As a follower of Emerson, 
pioneer Ralph Munroe tucked his 
1891 home into the tranquility of a 
now rare old-growth hammock on 
Biscayne Bay; as a naval architect he 
built a Smart House, with a hurri- 
cane-sturdy octagonal core, ship- 
wreck-salvage framing, and a natural 
air-conditioning system. 

Quintessential Florida means 
the River of Grass. Paddle silently, 
observantly through the Everglades’ 
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10,000 Islands with the brightly 
dressed ghosts of Seminole Indians 
in your peripheral vision. Stop off 
at the Smallwood Store—once a 
fur-trading frontier outpost and site 
of a notorious murder, now a mu- 
seum—and, like John Wayne and 
Roosevelt, eat stone crab claws at 
the evocative Rod and Gun Club. 

But Florida also means unut- 
terably gorgeous Gilded Age estates: 
Ringling’s Ca d’Zan in Sarasota, Fla- 
gler’s Whitehall in Palm Beach; and 
Vizcaya, industrialist James Deering’s 
spectacular winter palazzo in Miami. 
A thousand artisans put together the 
cool, antique-strewn interiors, shell 
grottoes, Italianate gardens, and fan- 
ciful breakwaters that so entranced 
painter John Singer Sargent. 

Or there is artists’ Florida. The 
wild creatures are gone now from 
Frederic and Evelyn Bartlett’s joyful 
and painterly romance of a planta- 
tion, the Bonnet House on Fort 
Lauderdale’s beachfront, but it re- 
mains a deeply personal vision. 

Creep down sandy lanes to 
find little Cracker cottages, homes 


Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings’ 
old car is parked right next to her 
sleeping porch in Cross Creek. 


to pioneers and cowboys. Rural 
1930s has stopped dead in its tracks at 
writer Marjorie Kinnan Rawling’s 
home in Cross Creek, an accessible 
and perfect example. Apalachicola, 
meanwhile, remains an authentic 
working seaport, crammed with 
century-old buildings from its cot- 
ton-trade days and beloved by Slow 
Food seafood junkies and no-glitz 
slow vacationers. 

Edison’s winter home in Na- 


ples is a unique [continued on page 33] 


STEVE GROSS & SUSAN DALEY 


(left) Henry Flagler put 
St. Augustine on the tourist map with the 
Hotel Ponce de Leon (now part of Flagler 
College), designed by Thomas Hastings in 
1887. (right) You almost expect a gondola 
to float into view at the spring-fed Venetian 
Pool in Coral Gables. A ceiling at 


the Bonnet House, the 1921 Fort Lauderdale 
home of artists Frederic and Evelyn Bartlett. 


Old Florida 
ARCHITECTURAL ANTIQUES: 2520 SVV 
28th Ln., Miami (305) 285-1330, miami 
antique.com You could well fall for an 


Oscar Bach-style cabinet or a chunk of Louis 


Sullivan terra-cotta, but always hit this 


20,000-square-foot warehouse for lighting— 


308 palm tree chandeliers, Art Deco slip 
shades, amazing Mid-century fixtures. 
CHARLES HOSMER MORSE MUSEUM OF 
AMERICAN ART: 445 North Park Ave., 
Winter Park (407) 645-5311 morsemu- 
seum.org The museum has an immense 
collection of the work of Louis Comfort 
Tiffany, from signature lamps to the 
chapel he created for the 1893 World’s 
Columbian Exposition in Chicago. 
CRAFTSMAN HOUSE: 2955 Central Ave., 
St. Petersburg (727) 323-2787, 
craftsmanhousegallery.com 
Neighborhood café, gallery, and pottery 
studio in a Historic Kenwood bungalow. 
GOODWIN HEART PINE CO.: 
106 SW 109th PI., Micanopy (by appoint- 
ment) (800) 336-3118, heartpine.com 
Heart pine and heart cypress boards and 
flooring, recovered from old buildings 


and river bottoms in perfect condition. 


STEVE GROSS & SUSAN DALEY 


CROWNBOINT 


Period styling. 
| Handcrafted to the finest quality. 


and selected woods. Haı 


1 fitted joinery 
| ЖА T 
| applied finishes. Handcrafted custom cabinetry 
: : ` perfect fit for your period style home 

800-999-4994 * www.crownpointcabinetry.com 
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Making the 
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www. ephraimpottery. com 
888-704-7687 


OLD-HOUSE INTERIORS 31 


Traditional and industrial lighting 
from the 1840's to the modern era. 


More than 700 items 
on our website. 


New items 
added weekly. 


ри VINTAGE LIGHTING 


www.PWVintageLighting.com 1-866-561-315 


2 State Rd., Great Barrington, MA 01230 


NA 


AUTHENTIC COLONIAL PERIOD WOODEN BLINDS 


Free Brochure * Authentic Design * Free Measure Guide 

Show off your windows with high quality, custom fabricated 

wooden blinds. Delivered to your door in 4 to 6 weeks, at a 
cost comparable to generic blinds. 


AMERICANA 


www.shutterblinds.com 


800-269-5697 
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MIZNER INDUSTRIES: 1081 NE 45th St., 
Fort Lauderdale (954) 492-8710, 
miznerindustries.com Tile artisan Brenda 
Lusher has resurrected Mizner’s spirit as wel 
as his company name with hand-painted 
Spanish- and Portuguese-inspired tiles. 

MIZNER STONEWORKS: Jupiter; by appointmen’ 
(561) 745-9445, drstoneworks.com Get 
Addison Mizner's look without buying the 
Everglades Club. Have fireplaces and corbels 
cast from Mizner's original cast stone molds. 

SOUTHERN CROSS ANTIQUES: Renninger's Twir 
Markets, U.S. 441, Mt. Dora, 813-966-4516, 
southerncrossantiques.net Mission oak 


furniture specialist with offerings from diverse 


Arts and Crafts makers, including all three 
Stickleys, Limbert, and Lifetime, plus 
English Arts and Crafts, ceramics, lighting. 
TAMPA THEATRE: 711 Franklin St., Tampa 
(813) 274-8982 tampatheatre.org Over-the- 
top ’20s movie palace makes contemporary 


film and concert-going a sublime experience. 


THROUGH THE WOODS FINE WOOD FLOORS: 
By appointment, Tampa, (813) 232-3985 
throughthewoods.us Lacewood, 
leopardwood, wenge . . . historic flooring 
preservation, new installations. 

THE YEARLING RESTAURANT: 14531 East Count 
Road 325, Hawthorne (352) 466-3999, 
yearlingrestaurant.net Cooter, alligator, 


sour orange pie—Cracker cooking at its 


finest, plus a healthy dose of Willie 


Green’s blues. And lots of books in 
a pine-paneled "305 atmosphere. 
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glimpse of an endlessly creative 
mind. A first light bulb still burns 
in his cluttered laboratory and his 
humor in “the doghouse”; you'll 
see electroliers he designed, the first 
modern swimming pool; a solution 
to cat versus bird. 

Find the opposite of Disney 
in Victorian towns like Winter Park 
with its winding brick streets, canals, 
moss-draped live oak canopy, and 
“mansion” charmers like Andalusian 
farmhouse-style Casa Feliz. Justnorth, 
Mount Dora dodged the Sherman- 
like march of Highway 441 to pre- 
serve a historic lakeside resort town 
that’s become a favorite haunt for 
antiquers and cyclists. Look for the 
Steamboat Gothic Donnelly House. 

Maybe, though, you'll find 
the essence of hidden Florida in 
Vero Beach. Waldo Sexton, quirky 
builder of the don’t-miss McKee 
Botanical Garden’s Hall of Giants, 
has deposited a magpie collection of 
salvaged Addison Mizner treasures 
there—check the Driftwood Inn, 
the Patio, the Ocean Grill. 

You can practically hear bank- 
rupted and now-revered Mizner, 
whose comprehensive vision shaped 
Boca Raton, as well as Palm Beach’s 
enchanting shopping district and 
famed clubs and houses, laughing. Be- 
cause somehow they work perfectly. 
But like all the best things in Florida, 
you'll have to look for them. + 


he mouth-watering photos in Old Florida, 
y Steve Gross and Susan Daley (Rizzoli: 
003) will get you out of that armchair and 
ito the car to marvel at the Florida you 
an't believe you missed. We've used them 


berally to illustrate this piece. For a peek | 


t pioneer Florida, track down The Forgotten 
rontier: Florida Through the Lens of Ralph 
Niddleton Munroe, by Arva Moore Parks. 
Reprinted 2004; through your bookseller.) 


Experience the Olde Century, Colors Difference 


Keep the charm alive and recapture the glow of the past 
with the quality and selection ofthe present. 


Olde Century Colors, Inc. 
54020 Andrews Ave. Olde Century Colors (Canada) 


New Carlisle, IN, 46552 Elmira Ontario, Canada N3B 2C7 
Tel. (800) 222-3092 Tel (866) 789-7087 


Dealer Inquiries Welcomed 


18 colors available in 
‘Simulated Milk Paint 


These rich colors are thoughtfully selected for the careful 
restoration of historic architecture, furniture and craft projects 


for more information: 


www.oldecenturycolors.com 


Visit our web site to see all of our ceramic tile house numbers, colors and accent tiles. 


www.housenumbertiles.com 


KOCHEFORD HANDMADE TILE 


Minneapolis, Minnesota * 612-824-6216 * fax 612-821-8825 


AUTHENTIC WOOD INTERIOR & EXTERIOR STYLES IN 
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ЈАМОАВУ 


House a little chilly? 
Even if you've turned 
down the thermostat to 
save on your heating bill, 
there's no need to sacri- 


fice warmth in the bath. 


Warming Up the Bath BY MARY ELLEN POLSON 


WARM BATHROOM is a lux- 


ury in winter. Luckily, it’s 

one that almost anyone can 
achieve without sacrificing period 
style. Some of the most desirable 
options are also the most affordable: 
plug-in electric towel warmers can 
be had for under $150, and overhead 
rain-shower fixtures begin at about 
$60. A good pressure-balanced mix- 
er can cost as little as $200. At the 
other end of the spectrum are jetted 
pedestal tubs and steam shower sys- 
tems, which can set you back a few 
thousand dollars. 

Towel warmers and radiators 
come in two basic styles: the tradi- 
tional round-tube shape and the flat- 
panel “Euro” style. Other options 
tubular 


include towel-warming 


baskets, which can be mounted in 
tight spaces to keep hot fluffy towels 
within easy reach. 

While every towel warmer 
generates heat, some of the hard- 
wired versions are powerful enough 
to be rightly considered radiators. 
Inexpensive electric models that put 
out 100 watts or so will not only dry 
the towels in a small bathroom, but 
also reduce dampness and mildew. 
More powerful hard-wired electric 
or hydronic towel radiators can eas- 
ily heat larger spaces if they’re sized 
and placed properly. Neither gets too 
hot to touch: electric towel warm- 
ers should only reach 140° F, while 
hydronics generally range between 
120°F and 150°F, depending on how 
hot you keep your heating system. 


Think of these radiators as 
zoned heating. A good dealer will 
help you tailor the units to the needs 
of the space, which can include vari- 
ables like the amount of tile or stone, 
the type and location of existing 
heat sources (e.g., steam radiators or 
forced air), and the number of win- 
dows. If space is too tight for even a 
small towel warmer, you can prob- 
ably find room along the baseboard 
for a couple of horizontal radiator 
panels, which should supply all the 
heat a tiny bath needs. 

Ultimately, though, it’s the wa- 
ter in the bath or shower that warms 
the most. If you will be upgrading 
the shower anyway, be sure to install 
a pressure-balanced or thermostatic 


mixing valve. [continued on page 36] 


LEFT: Flat-panel radiators, like these from Runtal North America, take up little space. MIDDLE: The Chelsea plug-in electric towel гай 
from Signature Hardware is an inexpensive way to add warmth. RIGHT: (top) The Victorian thermostatic mixer from Harrington Brass 
Works delivers precise temperature control in the shower. (bottom) The Ferlo from Myson is sized for a small bathroom. 
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СЕТ EXPERI ADVICE on building, 
renovating, or furnishing a home in the Arts and 
Crafts spirit four times per year! Our mission: to 
lebrate iae revival of quality and craftsmanship: 
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: Use the postpaid order cards opposite, or call 
and charge to mc or visa. Your thoughtfulness remembered 
а! year—fill out the gift card opposite or call the number аро е; | 
we'll even send a card to announce your gift. 


CUSTOM LETTERED 
BRONZE PLAQUES 


For Your 


HISTORIC HOME 


SELECTED SOURCES 


SHOWER. BATH &SPA 

з AFFORDABLE ANTIQUE BATH & MORE bathandmore.com 
Soaking tubs; thermostatic, pressure-balanced shower sets 

= BARBER WILSONS & CO. barwil.co.uk Bath and shower 
fittings, thermostatic valves ж THE BATH WORKS 
thebathworks.com Slipper, bateau, and footed tubs 

= BATHROOM MACHINERIES deabath.com Antique tubs, 
ribcage showers, reproduction tubs в COPPER SINKS DIRECT 


coppersinksdirect.com Copper soaking tubs в 

DIAMOND SPAS diamondspas.com Custom stainless steel and copper soaking tubs 

= FIXTURE UNIVERSE fixtureuniverse.com Victorian tub and shower sets, thermostatic mixers, 

tubs, and more = GROHE AMERICA groheamerica.com Air-injected “Rainshower”; thermostatic 
mixers = HARDWARE BATH & MORE h-b-m.com Air-jet tubs, steam showers and baths, towel warmers 

" HARRINGTON BRASS WORKS harringtonbrassworks.com Thermostatic mixers with period-friendly 
trim kits a HERBEAU herbeau.com Soaking tubs = SIGNATURE HARDWARE signaturehardware.com 
Soaking and whirlpool tubs; rain showerheads a SUNRISE SPECIALTY СО. sunrisespecialty.com Tubs 


ERIE LANDMARK 
COMPANY 


NATIONAL REGISTER PLAQUES 
MEDALLIONS TO 


ROADSIDE MARKERS in classic styles a THERMASOL thermasol.com Saunas, steam showers, and steam baths a VAN DYKE'S 


RESTORERS vandykes.com Rain showerheads, cast-iron and acrylic tubs = VICTORIA 8 ALBERT 
CALL FOR 


FREE BROCHURE 


800-874-7848 


WWW.ERIELANDMARK.COM 


englishtubs.com Footed and pedestal tubs, freestanding air spas • VINTAGETUB & BATH vintagetub.com 


New and vintage tubs, including soaking tubs, whirlpool tubs, cast-iron and acrylic claw foot tubs 


RADIATORS & WARMERS 


s ТАР. SALES bathheat.com Radiant lights, wall-mounted heaters a MYSON mysoninc.com 
Towel warmers, traditional and flat radiators « RADIANT FLOOR СО. radiantcompany.com Radiant 
flooring systems = RINNAI rinnai.us Convector heaters, fireplaces = RUNTAL NORTH AMERICA runtal- 
northamerica.com Baseboard, panel, column, curved, and towel radiators « STEAM RADIATORS 
steamradiators.com Streamlined steam radiators = WEIL-MCLAIN weil-mclain.com Gas and 


oil-fired boilers and other HVAC products a WESAUNARD wesaunard.com English towel warmers, 
including Victorian ball-jointed designs = WINDY RIDGE CORP./VEHA veha.com Panel and towel radiators 


The simpler, less costly pressure-bal- регіоа-іпѕрігеа shower heads and 


ance valve keeps the water pressure — cross-handled knobs or levers. Some 
in the shower constant, preventing come with memory settings, which 
sudden fluctuations in water tem- allows for each family member to 
perature (when the toilet is flushed, choose and record a preferred show- 
for instance). Thermostatic valves ег temperature. 


are more sophisticated, mixing hot For shower lovers who can’t 


Encaustic & Geometric Floor Tile 
Victorian Wall & Fireplace Tile 


4 Indigo Run Drive #4021 
Hilton Head Island, SC 29926 
PHONE: 843.689.9151 * FAX: 843.689.9161 
EMAIL: djmalk@aol.com 


FOR MORE INFORMATION AND LITERATURE VISIT: 


www. Tile-Source.com 
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and cold water to fairly precise tem- 
peratures (within 1 degree Celsius 
of the setting). The valve also com- 
pensates for fluctuations in incom- 
ing water pressure. Prices for these 
truly luxurious valves begin at about 
$1,000, although you can certainly 
spend more. Many of these mixers 


are available in suites that include 


get enough humidity in winter, 
a steam shower is another hot op- 
tion. Installing one usually involves a 
major retrofit, since you will need a 
spot for the generator and may have 
to make modifications to accom- 
modate steam shower doors. On the 
plus side, a 20-minute steam uses 
only about two gallons of water. A 


FAR LEFT: 
Therma-Sol’s 
Temp-Touch 
Control for steam 
showers allows 
for adjustable 
temperature 

and memory 
settings. LEFT: 
Runtal's tradition- 
al Neptune comes 
in either electric 
or hydronic 
versions. 


Custom built to your size Classic subway tile 
Recessed or surface mounted 
14 cabinet styles 
8 door styles - glass & inlaid panel 
3 А : 11 woods & finishes i | 
basic system, including generator, Wood or glass shelves Setting the standard 
steam head, and temperature con- 3 hinge finishes for traditional Вой: 


trols, starts at about $3,000. Once subwayceramics.com 


you’ve added stereo speakers, light 


and aromatherapy packages, and 


other bells and whistles, the price 


nudges higher. THE BEST IN... 
Prefer an old-fashioned tub Unusual Fancy, 
bath? Reproduction roll-top designs Pull Chain Toilets, 


Claw Foot Bathtubs, 
Pedestal Lavatories, 
Showers, Foot Tubs, 

Sitz Baths, Kitchen Sinks, 


with claw feet begin at about $1,000 
in either cast iron or the more envi- 


ronmentally friendly acrylic. These 


deep tubs are unsurpassed for soaking Bare Pirta за ЕНИ EE га 
and also come in double-ended styles п ALL OLD $ 9645 Sylvia Ave., 

that accommodate two (or multiple а BOUGHT е SOLD Northridge, CA 91324-1756 
children). You can also specify claw = CRATED ё (818) 772-1721 


SHIPPED ANYWHERE www.vintageplumbing.com 


feet in the style and finish of your 
choice. High end choices include 
custom-made tubs in copper, steel, 
marble, and even teak. PUE — гүр е 
If you are looking for a tradi- л! МЕНА Electric Towel Warmers 
tional tub that also accommodates a | — 
water- or air-jet system, your best | 1 = With its unique construction and classic design 
option is a pedestal or Roman tub. | the VEHA Electric Towel Warmer looks great 
The skirt conceals the tubes and mo- | | = Р a |. їп апу room where you want to have warm, 


dry towels, including bathrooms, workout 
rooms, or rooms with hot tubs 


tor, and strategically placed jets will 
turn any bathtub into a home spa. 
Expect to pay upwards of $4,000 for 
| Windy Ridge Corporation 
| : ј SERRE я Tamworth, МН 03886 

= 1-800-639-2021- www.veha.com 


a fully equipped air-jet tub. + 
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Forensic Upholstery 


BY BRIAN D. COLEMAN 


CCORDING to Webster's 

Dictionary, forensics is 

the application of scien- 
tific methods in the investigation of 
a crime. Baltimore decorative-arts 
consultant and collector Andrew 
Van Styn says that "crime" is the 
right word to describe what's hap- 
pened to some vintage furniture. He 
thinks that a forensic approach, with 
careful study followed by conserva- 
tion, is appropriate for restoration. 
Van Styn specializes in Aesthetic 
Movement furniture, where elabo- 
rate upholstery schemes were often 
an integral part of 19th-century fur- 
niture. He takes as much effort in re- 
creating upholstery as he does with 
frame and foundation. 

Van Styn starts with careful 
examination and analysis of the ex- 
isting materials, looking for clues. 
He cautions that you should never 


send a chair out for stripping and re- 
upholstering without doing this first, 
because all evidence will be lost. 
Clues to the original design may ш- 
clude tack holes that show where the 
fabric was first placed. Van Styn me- 
thodically counts the holes on each 
section—seat, back, and arms—to 
help in his determination. The foun- 
dation, which is the material used for 
stuffing the chair above the springs 
and below the outer or show cover, 
tells much ofthe story. Look for foam 
rubber or other recent materials, in- 
cluding blond (modern) horsehair 
or wooden additions screwed in at 
the tack rail (often used to replace a 
built-up, sewn horsehair foundation, 
which would have been original). 
Changes like these alter the chair's 
profile, including the seat height, a 
crucial element in reconstructing the 
original scheme. [contínued on page 40] 


ABOVE: This beaded Hunzinger parlor chair retains all of its original upholstery — 
making it a good model for restoration of another. RIGHT: (top) A similar chair, 
meticulously restored using the original tapestry velvet. [See The Furniture of 

George Hunzinger by Barry Harwood (Brooklyn Museum, 1997; оор).1 
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The Hunzinger 
Ribcage FANCY 
PARLOR CHAIR 


Now in the collection of the 
New Orleans Museum of Art, 
this chair was at one time 
covered in a Fifties dirty-beige 
and very lumpy Naugahyde. 
Andrew Van Styn found a 
second, tattered Art Deco flora 
underneath, with tears that 
revealed a dirty black velvet. 
Proceeding cautiously around 
the sides, he couldn't believe 
his eyes: the sooty velvet was 
not black but had a floral tap- 
estry pattern. The center seat 
panel was indeed salvageable, 
but fabric edges around the 
rusted nail heads frayed and 
fell apart. Van Styn carefully 
cleaned the fragment. Refer- 
ring to a similar Hunzinger 
chair with intact upholstery, 
he was able to use the origina 
velvet as the center seat panel 
adding gold satin ruching 
below and on the gathered 


button on the seat back. 


ALL PHOTOGRAPHS COURTESY ANDREW VAN STYN 
(ExcEPT AS NOTED); LINDA SVENDSEN (TOP LEFT) 
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RATE WITH WALL WORDS 


© Friendship Is а 
sheltering tree. 


asy-to-apply rub-on transfers for walls that 
mimic the look of hand-painted lettering! 
We also now have trees, clouds, patterns 
and even horses. Preview your phrase, check 
the lengths, colors and fonts before buying at 
our site www.wallwords.com 
For 15% Discount on all online products, enter code 12806 


FREE Catalog 
(888) 422-6685 


н 20 
7 Manufacturer of 
Custom Historical Tile 


11416 Otter Creek South Road 
Mabelvale, AR 72103 


501.455.1000 


* Hexagon 
* 3/4" Square 
• ...all other historical sizes! 


Visit our Web site: 


www.restorationtile.com 


40 JANUARY|FEBRUARY 2009 


Kimbel &Cabus 


MODERN GOTHIC ARMCHAI 


This armchair had been 
completely stripped 
and came as a clean 
slate. While original 
catalogs (available at the 
Cooper Hewitt Library) 
show it was covered in 
a somber leather, the 
client wanted to use an 
exuberant period fringe 
he had found. Van Styn 
chose a coarse Scala- 
mandré tapestry velvet 
that complemented the 
straightforward design 
of the pegged-oak chair. 


The seat (originally 
constructed without 
springs) was re-created 
per tradition with 
webbing and pressed 
horsehair. That coveted 
period fringe was liber- 
ally applied along the 
back and arms as well 
as the seat, making the 
armchair fancy enough 
for the parlor. 


ABOVE: A Kimbel & Cabus oak armchair 
was restored with cotton webbing beneath 
a stuffed horsehair foundation. RIGHT: On 
the back, arms, and seat is a Gothic velvet 
from Scalamandré (‘Capard’); the 19th- 
century, robin’s-egg-blue silk fringe 

was found at a flea market. 


Be sure to study the existing fabric 
closely. Van Styn often uses a mag- 
nifying glass to look at the tightness 
of its weave. In the 19th century, a 
tightly woven silk or damask would 
have most likely been used—not a 
loosely woven fabric, a typical later 
replacement. If only a fragment of 
the original show cover is present, 
patiently conserve it to help guide 
decisions for a replacement fabric’s 
color, pattern, and structure. Find- 
ing a period chair’s correct uphol- 
stery scheme is a lot like solving a 
murder mystery, Van Styn muses; 
you gather evidence and formulate 
theories to figure out who did what, 
where, and why. 


NOW THE RESTORATION process be- 
gins. Van Styn wants to ensure his 
chairs will last, so he uses stable 


materials that will not rapidly dete- 
riorate. Cotton batting is best for the 
stuffing above the springs, as is lin- 
en-wrapped, synthetic (not genuine) 
horsehair above the batting—both 
will be around for generations. Ironi- 
cally, genuine horsehair today comes 
from the manes of South American 
horses (as most remaining American 
horsehair now is shipped to China); 
it has a lighter consistency and less 
bounce than the tail horsehair of 
the 19th century. Modern, synthetic 
horsehair is superior to mane horse- 
hair, in Van Styn’s opinion, as it bet- 
ter approaches tail horsehair’s body 


and consistency. 
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SPRING 
TIES 


Frame conservation is impor- 
tant, and guides the upholstery proj- 
ect. Ifa frame has been compromised 
by loose joints and requires regluing 
and tightening, the entire foundation 
(excluding the springs) can be care- 
fully removed; once the foundation 
has been stabilized the stuffing can be 
reinstalled or, if it’s no longer usable, 
taken as a model for the replace- 
ment. When replacing foundations, 
Van Styn stresses the importance of 
using construction techniques of the 
19th century: hand-tied springs and 
hand-sewn, compressed horsehair 
foundations are the sine qua non for 
all of his projects. 

Once the frame and founda- 
tion have been built, the show cov- 
er is applied with an eye to details 
favored during the 19th century: 
cording below the seat with ruch- 
ing along the edges, button tufting 
if originally present, and liberal use 
of passementerie such as tassels and 
trims, fringes and brass, gimp tacks 
(never glue!). Silk—especially lam- 
pas, brocades and damasks (all of 
which have slightly raised designs 
in their weaves)—were most popu- 
lar for expensive Victorian chairs. 
These fabrics 
years with proper attention, which 


can last for many 


ROBERT LEANNA (ILLUSTRATION) 


Ebonized 
Anglo—Japanese 


PARLOR SET TEE 


When Van Styn found this 
settee, it had been covered in 
white muslin. Underneath 

found only horsehair stuffing, 
no show cover—until, he took 
off the last center section of the 
back, where he discovered a full 
panel of the original, two-toned 
purple velvet and printed floral 
gold and rose damask. The pile 
had been worn away, but the 
rich purple was discernible. 
Fortuitously, he located a nearly 
identical settee, with the same 
upholstery, at the Cincinnati Art 
Museum, attributed to well-known 
furniture maker Mitchell Ram- 
melsberg. So Van Styn located 
purple velvet and a floral silk 
lampas of similar scale and pat- 
tern density to re-create a histori- 
cally accurate design. (Collection 
of Mickey and Donna Lewis.) 


includes avoiding direct sunlight, 
the use of small slipcovers over the 
arms and across the back and seat 
top if the chair receives frequent 
use, and regular but gentle cleaning 


with a soft vacuum brush. + 


ANDREW VAN STYN can be contacted 


at andrew @vanstyn.com 
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ITHE CRAFTSMAN 
RUG COLLECTION 


Chinese Lantern — Spice 


(401) 884-8500 
(401) 739-8595 


Pasadena — Spice 


Onondaga Blanket — Spice 


ес 
1 VISIT US ON THE WEB АТ 
WWW.TIGERRUG.NET 


TIGER RUG 
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LIFE IN THE 
ROUND HOUSE 


Handsome collections fill 
fifteen rooms that spiral 


around a dramatic staircase in 


a restored circular house of 


granite. Built by a Victorian 
mogul, once an abandoned curi- 
osity, the Bowers Round House 
is today an inspiration. 


(page 44) 6 


FROM DECO TO ATOMIC 
Wallpapers in the first 

half of the гот century ranged 
from international high 

style and geometrics to lyrical 
designs, vines, fruits and florals. 


(page бо) = 


A MIRACLE OF 
OLD NEW YORK 


In Brooklyn’s Bay Ridge section, 
a colonnaded Greek Revival frame 
house is a surprise amidst Thirties- 
era apartments. The structure has 
been meticulously restored, and 
rooms made comfortable with 


eclectic furnishings. (page 52) 6 


GARDEN FAUX BOIS 
Concrete faux bois, or fake 
wood, is a re-emerging art form: 
benches, tables, birdbaths, pots, 
and fountains made in France or 
by Mexican—American artisans. 


= (page 57) 
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in the R N D 
HOUSE 1 


Inspired by a Scottish turret, mogul Jonathan Bowers N 


built a house of 18-inch granite blocks from his 
FE 
own quarry. The 1872 house has fifteen rooms / | 


that wind around a dramatic circular staircase. 
[һм 
ACK IN 1986, Bob Roach had just fin- 
ished restoring a comfortable Victo- |. 
rian house in Waltham, and had по 
intention of moving. But while he was 
visiting friends in Lowell, he paid a visit to an 2 
architectural oddity he’d seen in a real-estate 


E 


ad in the Trust's "Preservation News." For 
sale: a round house of granite, the 40-foot- x 
diameter stone facade capped by a Mansard 
roof. Every room is different—and there are 
no corners. The living room is oval, the dining ^3 
room round, and closets are like wedges of pie. 
First named Wannalancit Castle (af- 
ter an Indian chief), what came to be known 
as the Bowers Round House was a meeting 
place for high society. By the early 20th cen- 
tury, the house had seen a series of occupants, 
and in the Twenties was a French club. Va- 
cant by the late Sixties, it was a mere curiosity 
when a young couple stepped in to begin its 


BY BRIAN D. COLEMAN | PHOTOGRAPHS BY EDWARD ADDEO 
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Тһе зрестасшаг 
central staircase has 
alternating bands of 
black walnut and oak. 
LEFT: (and above) 
Geometry is art in 
1872 the Mansarded 
house of granite, punc- 
tuated by oriels and 
topped by a cupola. 
BELOW: Homeowner 
Bob Roach graciously 
offers the house 

for fundraisers and 
cultural events. 
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The oval parlor and round dining room flank the stair hall. BELOW: Even walnut doors are curved. OPPOSITE: An Empire- 
inspired, terra-cotta and gold-star wallpaper from Osborne and Little emphasizes the parlor’s classical symmetry. Formal draperies on 
the front windows made from velvet panels decommissioned from the Canadian French Embassy. Bob’s heirlooms fill the room. 


restoration in 1971. T 
proved to be too much, 
moved to Florida. 

When Bob Roach saw the 
grande dame, it was habitable, but 
needed significant updating. Up- 
stairs, striped oak and walnut floors 
were intact, but sculpted green wall- 
to-wall covered banged-up oak 
floors downstairs. The kitchen had 
a ceiling of Masonite panels hiding 


evidence of a fire. The living room’s 


plaster ceiling was unsalvageable, 


and mantels had gone missing. Most 
disconcerting was the active habita- 


tion of squirrels and bats, who gained 
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OLD-HOUSE IN маке 


A 66-inch 
mahogany dining 
table centers the 

perfectly round 


dining room. 
Original Lincrusta 


wall covering is 


Wedgwood blue. 
Beyond is a glimpse 


painted a classic 


of the blue-and- 
white morning 


room. 
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FROM LEFT: The starry 
ceiling of the cupola beckons 
from the top of the magnifi- 

cent staircase. Wedgwood 
blue and apple green plaques 
and vases decorate the 
Lincrusta on dining-room 
walls. Carved lion heads or- 
nament stair balusters. Softly 
colored Wedgwood spills 
over built-in shelves 
in the dining room. 


BELOW: The morning room 
sparkles with cobalt glass 
and blue-and-white china. 


easy access into the cupola from 
overgrown trees, and would fall, un- 
expected, down the dizzying stair. 

But Bob Roach is an interior 
designer and a lifelong fan of 19th 
century design. He looked up to the 
cupola’s star-studded ceiling, and he 
was hooked. He sold his restored 
house near Boston and moved to 
Lowell, to begin renovations in the 
basement, a dirt-floored space that 
became his office; the root cellar be- 
came a bathroom. Old steam radia- 
tors were carefully sandblasted and 
preserved and an up-to-date gas fur- 
nace installed; wiring and plumbing 


were brought up to code. 


THE BACKDROP for Bob’s collections 
in foyer and hall are walls painted 
in Benjamin Moore’s ‘Decorator’s 
White’, which reflects light from 
adjoining rooms back into the win- 


dowless passages. The dining room, 


built as a library, is the only truly 
round room in the house. (During 
the 19th century, dinner parties were 
held in the curving, third-floor ball- 
room.) Original embossed Lincrusta 
still on the walls was given a coat of 
Benjamin Moore’s saturated Wedg- 
wood Blue, to highlight Bob’s col- 
lection of ceramics displayed in mar- 
ble niches. Two classic Schumacher 
wallpaper borders became a frieze, 
emphasizing the circular ceiling. 
Between dining room and 
kitchen, a cozy morning room was 
given over to the choreographed dis- 
play of blue and white: Flow Blue, 
Blue Willow, Royal Copenhagen, 
Meissan, and Dedham Pottery plates 
cover the walls, and jewel-tone co- 
balt glass in the windows sparkles in 
the sunlight. The kaleidoscopic ef- 
fect is lively yet surprisingly relaxing, 
perhaps owing to all the blue, or to 


the unerring presentation. 
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BELOW: Bedrooms open off the 

circular central hall and winding stairs 

on the second floor with the master 
bedroom on the left. RIGHT: In the bed- 
room dedicated to the King of Siam, a 
four-panel fabric screen stands behind the 
bed; opulently swagged window treat- 
ments are in a multi-color Italian moiré silk. 
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BELOW: Behind the kitchen, the back hall was stripped to reveal handsome two-tone wainscoting; the cabinet houses 
Calico plates. OPPOSITE: (clockwise) Terra-cotta and forest-green silk draperies in the King of Siam room. The master bath’s 
copper tub has brass dolphin feet. A window bay and netted canopy lighten red grasscloth walls. 
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The  fire-damaged — kitchen 
needed some Victorian details. Bob 
removed track lights and Masonite, 
installing a beaded-board ceiling and 
echoing the one original cabinet 
with new redwood cabinets of the 
same design. An oriental rug softens 
the slate floor. An antique oak hutch 
holds Victorian majolica, beautiful 


with copper teakettles and molds. 


ON THE SECOND FLOOR, the master 
bedroom is lit with a large window 
bay, allowing the use of a dark red 
grasscloth on walls for intimacy. The 
master bath is papered in an elegant 
Boussac Paisley in rich oranges and 


rusts to complement a handsome 


new copper tub with brass feet. Pe- 
riod touches include Victorian fau- 
cets from an old hospital and a vin- 
tage, Turkish hanging lantern. 

The front bedroom is dedicat- 
ed to the King of Siam, said to have 
stayed here during a visit to Low- 
ell’s legendary textile mills. Walls 
in Earth Brown, a burnished green 
from Sherwin-Williams, anchor an 
oriental palette. 

The crown of the house is cer- 
tainly the hand-painted ceiling of 
stars, beckoning upward toward the 
cupola. During its restoration, the 
painter covered the stairway open- 
ing with a drop cloth. He couldn’t 
look down. + 


The Bowers House, listed in the National Register since the 
1970s, is unusual; round barns are more common than round 
houses. Only a handful of 19th-century examples survive. 

A round house built in 1896 in Missouri was thought to be 
tornado resistant. Others were inspired by the Victorian era's 


Spiritualist Movement (a round house has no corners for lurking 


spirits). Although a circle provides the most interior space for 
the envelope, round houses are difficult to build and furnish. 
Octagons were the popular alternative. " Several thousand 
octagon houses were built following publication of Orson Squires 
Fowler's book The Octagon House: A Home for All, in 1848. 
According to Fowler, the octagon offers multiple benefits regard- 
ing cost and health. Examples open to 
the public today include Longwood in 
Natchez, Miss., and the John Richards 
House in Watertown, Wisc. For a 
list of octagon, hexagon, and round 


houses, Visit octagon.bobanna.com 
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Comfortably furnished with 
Mission-style chairs and hand-built 

bookcases, the library in Maryanne 

Ruggiero’s Brooklyn Greek Revival 

retains its original fireplace and mantel. 

Most of the mouldings in the first 

floor rooms survived intact. = 


NUS 


КУ EE 


In an out-of-the-way corner of Brooklyn, an astonishing 
survivor—a freestanding Greek Revival in wood—has been 


immaculately restored, ready to face the next century. 


A MIRACLE of OLD 
NEN YORK N 2 


SET BACK FROM THE STREET, as though retreating behind tiers 
of lace, the Bennet-Farrell house is astounding, an antebel- 
lum anomaly amid the clutter of 1930s-era apartment hous- 
es. Here in Bay Ridge, the neighborhood best known as the 
setting for the film Saturday Night Fever, the 1847 house once 
stood as the crowning triumph of a 200-acre estate on nearby 
Shore Drive, where it enjoyed a commanding view of the 
Verrazano Narrows and the approach to New York Harbor. 

It was the kind of house where a reigning member 
of the merchant class would take a position on the broad 
front porch and literally watch his or her wealth sail into 


LEFT: Tall, delicate 
windows with original 
sashes and glass overlook 
the deep front porch, 
which was rebuilt. 
MIDDLE: The deeply 
paneled front doors 
feature a rosette motif. 
Restoring the porch 
required re-creating 
missing columns and other 
details. RIGHT: The owner 
favors rich, lively colors 
throughout the house. 
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port, says Anita Bartholin Brandt, 
AIA, the architect who worked on 
the house’s restoration. “This really 
captures that well-to-do era of suc- 
cessful merchants who lived high up 
on the hill,” she says. 

The house had already been 
moved once (in 1913) because of 
land use pressures. Like so many 
landmark New York houses with- 
out protected status, it was threat- 
ened by demolition, most recently 
in the late 1990s. In that instance, a 
compromise was struck: the owner— 
developer received permission to 
build condominiums on part of the 
lot, while the house was landmarked 
on the remainder. Maryanne Rug- 
giero, a radiologist and Brooklyn na- 
tive, saw the property soon after it 
went on the market. “I bought the 
house from the contractor who was 


RIGHT: In keeping with a Mediterranean 
sensibility, the dining room is furnished 
with a farmhouse table and French Country- 
style chairs. BELOW: Decorative parapets 
over the front porch and along the roof had 
been missing for decades; an old picture 
gave clues for the restoration; decorative 
acanthus leaves and scrolls were inexpen- 
sively re-created in stamped metal. 
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The RES TORA TION STORY 
ARCHITECT: Anita Bartholin Brandt, AIA, New York, NY (212) 358-1162, 
abbarchitects.com * CONTRACTOR: PRESERV Building Restoration 


Management, Brooklyn, NY (718) 768-3600, preservinc.com 


n C 


» LA А! | J WOOD RESTORATION: Abatron (800) 445-1754, 
abatron.com ® EXTERIOR ENRICHMENTS: (decorative stamped metal) 

W.F. Norman Corp. (800) 641-4038, wfnorman.com ® ENTRY SET: Omnia 
Industries Ornate Collection, (973) 239-7272, omniaindustries.com 

* KITCHEN: (cabinets) Kennebec Co., Bath, ME (207) 443-2131, 
kennebeccompany.com (island) British Traditions, (888) 332-7484, 
britishtraditions.com (light pendants) Rejuvenation (888) 401-1900, 


rejuvenation.com (range) Viking (888) 845-4641, vikingrange.com 


? LEFT: The owner chose quartersawn oak cabinetry with late Victorian Eastlake-inspired bin pulls and knobs for the new 


kitchen, which (top right) also includes a French Provincial-style island and marble baking station (above right); this physician makes 


her own pizza. АВ: 


[initially] going to knock it down,” 
says Maryanne, who has three chil- 
dren and acquired the place with her 
former husband. “It was basically a 
disaster on the inside. I saw the po- 
tential when I walked in.” 

The house was structurally 
sound, though, and after closing the 
deal, the couple hired an architect 
and restoration contractor to guide 
its restoration, with help from a 
$200,000 loan from the New York 


Landmarks Conservancy Historic 
Properties Fund. (In 2005, the proj- 
ect won the Conservancy's presti- 
gious Lucy G. Moses Award.) 

The exterior got a full make- 
over, including new roof, skylight, 
and drainage systems, and the resto- 
ration of the front and rear porches. 
“The house found the right client,” 
says Brandt, the architect. “She was 
willing to put her money where it 


mattered, and did it right." 


-EFT: The stair landing on the second floor affords a view of the restored porch and parapet. 


The skin of the house was in 
remarkably good condition, thanks 
to its original coat of lead paint (lead 
is an excellent preserver, Brandt 
notes). In spite of that, much of the 
house was suffering from serious dry 
rot, requiring extensive wood resto- 
ration with consolidants and epoxies 
(often proprietary brands made by 
Abatron). 

Remarkably, the 


were also in excellent shape, with 


windows 
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41 1 » 
It S a = U rprise that something like this [19th-century house] has 


been there so long, and in wood.’ —PROJECT ARCHITECT ANITA BARTHOLIN BRANDT. 


, 


old glass and thin, graceful muntins. 
“They’re beautiful, they’re original, 
and they’re very delicate,’ Brandt 
says. To make them weather tight, 
each window was carefully removed, 
and weatherstripping was cut into it, 
a technique that immediately im- 
proved Ruggiero’s heating bill. 

Inside, Ruggiero has brought 
an eclectic, Mediterranean sensibil- 
ity to the house, which is still sparse- 
ly furnished in places. In the library, 
the original, plantation-style win- 
dows, draped in lace panels, reach 
from the floor to near the ceiling. 
Maryanne’s Italian uncle, Angelo R. 
Arborea, built the bookcases, using 
Greek Revival profiles that appear 
elsewhere in the house. Ruggiero 
is still mulling paint and wallpaper 
choices and in some cases furnish- 
ings for this and other rooms. 

If the interior is still a work in 
progress, the same can’t be said of 
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the outdoors, where a succession of 
bowery spaces have exploded under 
the influence of Maryanne’s green 
thumb. There are apple, pear, and 
cherry trees; dogwoods, a Peegee hy- 
drangea, golden chain tree, smoke- 
bush, and a lavender bed. Maryanne 
laid the narrow brick walk that runs 
along one side of the house herself: a 
series of bricks laid to create squares 
within squares. “I wanted to cre- 
ate a pattern where I didn’t have to 
cut the bricks,” she says. Instead of 
grass, the small front yard is perpetu- 
ally green and low to the ground, 
thanks to a ground cover of Reiter 
(or weeping) thyme. 

A historic photograph of the 
house revealed that it had once had 
decorative parapets over the front 
porch and along the roof line. Both 
were enriched withacanthusandscroll 
ornament—authentic Greek Reviv- 


al touches that are often lost to time 


AIA 


LEFT & MIDDLE: Antique Italian 

linens with hand-crocheted inlay at the 
windows and on the brass bed pick up 
the soft white of the marble fireplace in 
the master suite. RIGHT: White Italian 
tiles set off the marble counter in the 
bath. On the floor (not shown) is a 
nostalgic “daisy” tile pattern in white 
and green hex tile with brick-red dots. 

on homes of the period, Brant notes. 

Despite a tight budget, the 
owners opted to re-create the para- 
pets complete with applied orna- 
ment. Rather than use wood, Brandt 
found the detail she was looking for 
in stamped metal, from pressed met- 
al ceiling specialist W.F. Norman. 
“That’s how we got the detail with- 
out the cost,” she says. 

As a final touch, Brandt also 
designed replacements for the miss- 
ing staircase that leads up to the porch 
and the cast-iron fence and gate. 
“When we finished,” she says, “it 
really looked like a Martha Stewart 
wedding cake.” + 


Не со: 


HISTORY GARDENS 


"Qut gard Î writer and hands-on practitioner describes his 


latest obsession, ап overlooked art form coming 


| back into vogue. WRITTEN AND PHOTOGRAPHED BY KEN DRUSE 


океј Ву. 
faux bois 


& trabajo 


RECENTLY I’ve been photograph- 
ing examples of concrete faux 
bois (fake wood), garden art that 
simulates wooden benches, tables, 
birdbaths, containers, and orna- 
ments. Much of it is French, made 
from about 1890 to 1910, its hey- 
day ending by 1930. Antique 
French faux bois is generating a 
lot of interest lately; several avid 
collectors have driven prices up, 
and inferior garden furniture in 
this style is coming in from China. 

I also look for structures in 


rustico 

what is known as trabajo nistico— 
“rough work” by Mexican art- 
ists. Mexican concrete art in the 
U.S. was produced by a handful 
of people, and popular around 
limestone pits in San Antonio, and 
for Michigan industrialists’ lake 
estates. Unlike the French work 
of the late 19th century, trabajo 
rústico pieces made in the 20th 
century were unique works of folk 
art (and thus harder to knock off). 
Such pieces were not highly re- 
garded and much was destroyed. 


Much carved concrete faux bois is French, ca. 1900; pieces shown here include a foun- 
tain, and a garden set with carved birds and flora. BELOW: Two examples of trabajo 


rüstico by Dionicio Rodriguez: the San Antonio bridge and an eccentric bench. 
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I'm busy making faux bois containers—l cannot resist 
touching stuff, and besides, | can't afford the antiques. 

| prefer the uncolored material in the French style. Some- 
times | apply a glaze of diluted acrylic paint: a touch of 
chartreuse for moss, and grey for age and to highlight 
carved details. = | fortify my concrete for the New Jersey 
climate. | start with store-bought "topping-mix" or "sand 
mix" (if it is fine-textured), or my own mixture of one part 
Portland cement to three parts construction-grade sand. 

| add about a tablespoonful of fluffed nylon fibers (a ma- 
sonry supply) to one quart of dry concrete mix. | also use a 
liquid polymer additive (ad-mix) following directions on the 
container. Before adding the next layer of concrete, | spray 
the first with water, or brush on ad-mix or similar "concrete 
bonding agent," which makes the next coat go on more 
easily. * Besides keeping a few pieces for my own gardens, 
l've donated some to charity auctions, and sold others to 
people who are willing to drive and pick up. Concrete is 
heavy—shipping is tomorrow's bridge to cross. —KEN DRUSE 


To see Ken's complete instructions for making faux bois 
containers, go to oldhouseinteriors.com 


115 PAGE: Recent faux bois stump containers 

for the garden by author Ken Druse. He warns 

that some of the Texas pieces and those imported 
from Asia will not survive outdoors in far-north 
winters where freeze-thaw cycles crack and destroy 
thin concrete. "If you buy an Asian piece, be sure 
it's kept dry over winter, perhaps in the garage." 

F E: Three remarkable examples of faux con- 
crete work: a W.P.A.-sponsored bridge in Tulsa, Okla.; 
a thatched-umbrella structure by Rodríguez; and a 
barrel chair by the contemporary studio Cortés. 
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A BIT OF HISTORY: А5 early as 1840, 
tastemaker Andrew Jackson Down- 
ing recommended building outdoor 
benches, tables, and structures like 
gazebos out of branches and tree 
trunks. Downing's friend Frederick 
Law Olmsted and his collaborator 
Calvert Vaux specified similar ele- 
ments in 1854, for New York's Cen- 
tral Park. Such pieces have a short life 
and regularly must be remade. 

with 


Concrete reinforced 


FEBRUARY 2009 


metal rod and wire (ferrocement) was 
patented in 1867 by Joseph Monier, 
a French gardener who exhibited 
tubs and pots at the Paris Exhibition 
that year. French artisans soon rec- 
ognized that concrete, while moist 
or semi-hardened, could be carved 
and molded to simulate wood. 
Structures of concrete faux bois 
are found in public parks around 
the world—Japan, Turkey, Argen- 
tina. In the U.S., such pieces are the 


work of Mexican artisans who, from 
the 1920s through the '40s, came 
north for employment and to escape 


the ravages of the 1910 revolution. 
South Texas was rich in limestone, 
the principal ingredient in cement. 
Mexican surgeon Dr. Aureliano 
Urrutia immigrated to San Anto- 
nio in 1914 to become a prominent 
member of the community. He built 
an elaborate residence for himself 


called Miraflores, which included 


Stone Тоа ^ C Tto 


PERS IV, (Vy, 


nine works by Dionicio Rodriguez, 
the pre-eminent master ofreinforced 
concrete landscape art. Word spread 
about Rodriguez’s remarkable con- 
structions: umbrella-like shelters with 
talapa roofs mimicking straw thatch, 
a 125-foot-long fence with rails in 
imitation of twenty species of trees, 
а now-historic streetcar shelter. 
Rodriguez worked through 
the Depression and until his death 
in 1955. His creations stand in Lit- 
tle Rock, Arkansas (a working mill 
featured in the opening scenes of 
the 1939 movie “Gone With The 
Wind”), and as far north as Detroit 
and Chicago. One of Rodriguez’s 
collaborators was Maximo Cortés, 
who worked with him in San An- 
tonio’s Brackenridge Park, which 
stands on the site of the original ce- 
ment quarry. The Wooden Bridge is 


Look for stumps and trunks in 


arVed to look like wood. 


among the few constructions signed 
by Rodríguez. Built in 1925, the 
curved bridge spanning the head- 
waters of the San Antonio River 
resembles a wooden pergola and in- 
cludes 33 pairs of tree-trunk pillars. 
"Surfaces of crosscut and hewn 
logs, tree trunks, logs and branches 
with heavily textured and peeling 
bark, knotholes, stalactites, insect 
borings, and patches of lichen" is 
how his work is described in a new 
book by Patsy Pittman Light, Cap- 
turing Nature: The Cement Sculptures 
of Dionicio Rodríguez. Unlike most of 
the European pieces, the Rodríguez 
works are in living color, tinted with 
pigments made from secret recipes. 
And today, his great-nephew 
Carlos Cortés, son of Rodriguez’s 
collaborator Maximo Cortés, pro- 
duces furniture, containers, works of 


Ро 

& 
Ке 
А 
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art, and even bridges in his outdoor 


studio in a neighborhood near the 
Alamo [studiocortes.com]. Inspired 
by his relatives’ work and by nature, 
he reproduces the textures and colors 
of aging cut branches and trunks. 

Cortés’s medium is steel-re- 
inforced concrete. People say that 
concrete “dries,” but more precisely 
it cures; water is the catalyst that pro- 
duces heat to slowly harden the ma- 
terial. Before it has hardened, Carlos 
Cortés begins to carve details using 
tools he’s fashioned from forks, steel 
brushes, nails, and knives. 

Even in its south Texas home- 
land, trabajo rústico is little known: 
until a decade or so ago, it was too 
familiar to notice. Only when the 
concrete bus shelters, park benches, 
and staircases began to receive land- 


mark status was a revival possible. + 
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ТОР: (left) Starfish, Grille, 
Sunflowers, and Viennese 
Trees, new from Adelphi Paper 
Hangings. (right) Bradbury 

& Bradbury's suite of Postwar 
kitchen papers in vibrant 
cherry reds, greens, and 

blues on soft grey and white. 
ABOVE: Deer, a vintage 
reproduction from the 1930s 
or "405 from House Vernacular. 
OPPOSITE: Ever-popular 
diaper patterns and geo- 
metrics come together in 

a 1940s-inspired red and 

white paper (by Laura Ashley 
ca. 1975; discontinued). 
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In the turbulent world 
of the "305, "405, and "505, 
wallpapers changed 
dramatically. Some were 
cutting edge or boldly graph- 
ic; others reintroduced old 


favorites in new ways. 


eco 
to a 


HEN STEVE LARSON of Adelphi Paper 


BY 


Hangings decided to explore the idea 

of introducing a line of Art Deco-era 
papers a couple of years ago, he admits he had a pre- 
conceived notion of what they would be like: geometric, 
starkly modern, like nothing that had gone before. 

After doing some research at the Cooper-Hewitt 
National Design Museum in New York, however, 
Larson changed his assessment. In the line introduced last 
spring, “we ended up with patterns that are not so much 
geometric as they are lyrical.” 

Despite the never-before-seen designs formed by 
movements that include the Vienna Secession, Bauhaus, 
and Modernism, wallpaper patterns with flowers, vines, 
and other familiar motifs were still current in the wall- 
paper books of the 1930s. “You still get florals and roses 
and all sorts of classic designs,” says Historic Style’s Stuart 
Stark, who has an in-depth collection of original wall- 
paper books. “Then you get the hard-edge Art Deco 
designs mixed in with them.” 

A typical example of a high-end paper includes 
Adelphi’s Grille, an in-house design from France that 
features two planes of color. The slightly wavy colored 
lines cross each other but are not enmeshed like a plaid, 


tomic 


MARY ELLEN POLSON 


LINDA SVENDSEN (OPPOSITE) 


$33 


ABOVE: Elouise, 

a floral from 
Sanderson, and Rose 
of Haras, a ca. 1930 
Voysey design from 
Trustworth Studios. 
LEFT: Emily’s Room 
and Fern Trail, “glance 
life” options from 
Historic Style. 


and the design is something that probably couldn’t have 


been produced before the 20th century, Larson says. An- 
other striking paper is Viennese Trees, a Dagobert Peche 
design from the Viennese Secession movement. “It’s a 
little hallucinatory,” Larson says. “Those half circles start 
turning into twisting bands that run across the wall.” 
Despite their cutting-edge looks, papers like Grille 
and Viennese Trees were intended, then as now, for resi- 
dential use. “Моге than a few designers said they would 
be just right for a New York City apartment,” Larson says. 
One of the wallpaper trends that began in the 1920s 
that carried into the "305 was the idea of “glance life.” 
The idea is that someone just passing by the room would 
get an impression of sparkle and shimmer: the glint of 
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TOP: A traditional floral 
paper of the 1940s. LEFT: Oasis, 
a Bradbury paper inspired by 
Edgar Brandt. RIGHT: Bradbury’s 
Zenith is based on a design from 
French Art Deco metalwork. 


glass on a framed watercolor, well-polished furniture, a 
chrome ashtray or martini shaker—or the subtle glisten 
of mica in the striped wallpaper on the walls. “It shows 
that a room is beautifully cared for and well maintained 
and fresh," Stark says. "It's adding jewelry to your outfit; 
it’s adding sparkle.” 

Emily’s Room, which dates to the 1920s, is a good 
example of a paper with glance life, Stark says. For envi- 
ronmental reasons, wallpaper makers can no longer add 
real mica to reproduction papers, but screen printing 
specialists like Bradbury & Bradbury come close with 
the silver, gilt, bronze, and copper effects in papers like 
Oasis and Zenith, both Art Deco papers, and GeeGee, 
an Atomic Age paper. 


PHILIP CLAYTON-THOMPSON (TOP RIGHT) 
MICHELLE JOYCE (BOTTOM RIGHT) 


OUR PRIDE |S 


SINCE 1960 AUTHENTIC 


SYLVANBRANDT 


Real Wood Floors * Old Doors 
Windows * Fireplace surrounds 


/.SYLVANBRANDT С: 


MAIN STREET ® ШТІ; 


u. 


9; 


BURNT INTO EVERY FLOOR. ВИ 


INTRODUCING: 


& Bradbury Art 


Fabric 


...shown here in “Sunflower” 


a 


Also available in 
“Acanthus” and “Willow” 


in a versatile Burgundy hue. 


Browse our entire catalog 


and order samples online: 
www.bradbury.com 


707.746.1900 


Bradbury & Bradbury 


* 717-626-4520 


Decorative Metal Ceilings 


Original turn-of-the-century patterns 


Using eighty year old dies, the W. F. Norman Corporation is once 
again producing metal plates for the design of ceilings and wall cover- 
ings. Their growing popularity stems not only from nostalgia but 
from their beauty, permanence, fireproofing and economy. 


The fullness of the Hi-Art™ line — including center plates, corner 
plates, border plates, cornice and filler plates — permits classic 
designs to be produced that are architecturally proportioned for an 
exact fit. 


Write for reproduction copy of 72 page illustrated catalog. Price $3. 


У.Е Norman Corporation 


P.O. Box 323 г Nevada, Missouri 64772 » 1-800-641-4038 
Fax: 417-667-2708 
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The growing field of 
Fifties-inspired papers 
includes GeeGee (top) 
an Atomic Age paper 

from Bradbury & 

Bradbury, and a suite 

of Mid-20th-Mod 
papers from Gate 
Multimedia. 


PAPERS for a New Era 


ADELPHI PAPER HANGINGS (518) 
284-9066, adelphipaper 
hangings.com New 2oth- 
century hand-blocked collection * 
BRADBURY & BRADBURY (707) 
746-1900, bradbury.com Silk- 
screened Art Deco, Postwar, and 
Atomic Age designs " BREWSTER 
WALLCOVERING (800) 366-1700, 
brewsterwallcovering.com 
Traditional 2oth-century papers 
and murals * BURT WALLPAPERS 
(707) 745-4207, burtwall 
papers.com Screen-printed 
papers through the 1930s " CAROL 


Ye. 


As for color palettes, the orig- 
inal "305 colorways can be “pretty 
intense,” Larson says. One of the 


most incendiary is a color referred 


to as Tango, an almost juicy orange, says Stark. “It Бе- 


came particularly popular, especially in combination with 


black.” The pastels and flowers we associate with 1920s 


walls carried forward for decades, he says, although “by 


the end of the "305, all the colors greyed out.” The lack of 
color may have been a response to the emotional toll of 


the Great Depression, or perhaps because dyes were ex- 


pensive or in short supply. “The colors were all subdued, 


which is fascinating to see from a distance, in retrospect.” 
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MEAD DESIGNS (707) 552-9011, 
carolmead.com Hand-printed 
digital reproductions " DESIGNER 
CLASSICS WALLPAPER (617) 
694-7378, designerclassics 
wallpaper.com Hand-printed 
traditional designs + GATE 
MULTIMEDIA (866) 294-7166, 
gatemm.com Art Deco and 
other period reproductions ® 
HISTORIC STYLE (250) 592-4916, 
historicstyle.com Reproductions 
from the 19205-19605 " HOUSE 
VERNACULAR (585) 469-0908, 
housevernacular.com Vintage 
designs from the 1920s and "305, 
including child’s room papers ® J.R. 
BURROWS & CO. (800) 347-1795, 
burrows.com Twentieth- 
century reproductions from Jennie 
B. Jones " MASON & WOLF (732) 


866-0451, mason-wolf.com 
Christopher Dresser, Aesthetic 
Movement designs " MORRIS & CO. 
BY SANDERSON (800) 894-6185, 
william-morris.co.uk Histori- 
cally inspired papers for tradi- 
tional homes " THIBAUT (800) 
223-0704, thibautdesign.com 
Traditional and document-inspired 
papers * TRUSTWORTH STUDIOS 
(508) 746-1847, trustworth. 
com Voysey-inspired papers from 
the 1870s to 1930s " WALLPAPERS 
PLUS (888) 242-7448, 
wallpapersplus.com All major 
lines, including Thibaut, Zoffany, 
Scalamandré " WOLFF HOUSE 
WALLPAPERS (740) 501-3766, 
wolffhousewallpapers.com 
Reproductions up to 1930 


“You still get florals and roses 
and all sorts of classic designs. Then you 


get the hard-edge Art Deco designs mixed in 


with them.” —-STUART STARK, HISTORIC STYLE 


New for the 1940s were tropical fantasy papers, 


with giant tropical leaves on dark backgrounds in many 


shades of green. Other papers of the "405 and "505 offered 


familiar motifs in on subdued backgrounds with bursts of 


color that pop visually. 


If there is a signature color for the 1950s, it is a 


sharp spring green. “Today we would call it a soft lime,” 


say Stark, “not quite as sharp as lime, but in those tones.” 


The 1950s and "605 also brought in patterns with an in- 


tense graphic quality with repeating shapes, like Brad- 


bury’s Atomic Doodle. Thanks to innovators like the 


English designer David Hicks, who was strongly influ- 


enced by the brilliant hues of India, wallpapers of the 


late 1960s exploded with psychedelic patterns and acid- 


edged colors: the perfect style complement for the drug- 


soaked Decade of Love. 
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IRON, BRASS, LEATHER & WOOD BEDS. 
R TON BEDDING. 


| NT GATE Multimedia Collection 


Art Nouveau = Art Deco Egyptian Elements ~ Mid Мой 


wallcoverings, printed fabrics & other home decor — | | Tg 5 
| wwwgatemm.com — gatemm@labyrinth.net 1-866-294-7166 732-866-0451 mason-wolf.com PO Box 6224 Freehold, NJ 07728 


Advanced low voltag @edectnic WARMING 
radiant space heating, floor 


, 
warming, snow and ice melting, NORTH AM ERICA 5 
HEATIZON and roof deicing systems CO LD SPOTS 


SYSTEMS 


FLOOR WARMING а! SPACE HEATING 


* Computer technology safely : г Clean, quiet, uniform heat 
monitors your floor warming | ЗС *Transtorms cold floors and 
system day and night y - Р furniture into heat emitting, Objects: 
* Can be installed under any floor = * 100% efficient 

covering, including solid hardwood Е 2 * ETL and CSA Listed 


ROOF DEICING " r SNOW MELTING 


* Installs directly under your roof я x AU, © ib your home 
ing material E EN or building — 
ы ee - edutteases the life of your 
« Protects your investment from я : 
: driveway or walkways 
leaks and ice dams 


nd * 25-year Warranty 
* Completely invisible * New pour or retrofit 


Availabl Eastern U.S. ка - Western U.S. 
Qu аав Comfort Radiant з= WarmOuest** 
Authorized 888-448-0555 877-877-4724 z, 


Distributors: www.comfortradiant.com www.warmquest.com 
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SAN DIEGO COMEBACK 

IN THE LATE "305, we (Mom, my 
brother, and I) landed in San Diego 
—what a nice time to arrive in a 
small city that was just 
beginning to grow out- 
ward. [Refer to “A Red 
Tile Romance,” OHI 
December 2008, p. 52.] 
I lived in Mission Hills, 
an older section, also 
filled with the Spanish- 
type homes. (Mr. Jack- 
son’s home is in Kens- 
ington, a distant newer area at the 
end of Adams Ave.) When I think 
back sixty-some years, I can picture 
things that no longer exist. So it’s 
wonderful to open a magazine and 
see that some of the familiar homes 
are being restored and cherished. 
—ALICIA BELL 

Middletown, R.I. 


INVASION WORRIES 
IN RENOVATING our (not truly old) 
beloved reproduction Colonial, 1 
have invested much time and energy 
to learn what sort of plants are best 
for our garden, and have gotten a 
surprising education in the process. 
A great deal of what passes for gar- 


43.92 T 


dening in America is ecologically 
destructive, and your article “Stal- 
warts in the Garden" perpetuates 
this confusion. [October 2008] Cer- 
tain plants are invasive 
when planted in а non- 
native setting, because 
natural mechanisms for 
control that evolve over 
millenia are thwarted. 
Your article mentions 
good plants, like Clethra, 
Lonicera, and Viburnum, 
but fails to distinguish 
between native and foreign species. 

—MARTHA KLEIN, RN, MPH 


northwest Connecticut 


AUTHOR VICKI JOHNSON RESPONDS: 
Without question, we have evidence 
that certain plants are to be avoided, if 
not banned. I wish all gardeners were as 
concerned as you are. Ken Druse and 
I worked together compiling the list of 
shrubs: Ken has been growing most of 
them for years and has witnessed no po- 
tential hazards. Neither of us is aware of 
any specific dangers posed by any of them. 

Ken and I are also concerned about 
problems posed by many native plants, 
given changes brought on by air pollu- 
tion and other factors—poison ivy being 


STOVE BLACK RICHARDSON 
The founder of GOOD TIME STOVE is Richard 
M. Richardson—as everyone at OH/ 

well knows, since he’s been a long-time 
resource and advertiser. | misremem- 
bered Richard's last name when | passed 
on his helpful advice in the December 
2008 article “Retro Stoves Considered.” 
My apologies to the man better known 
as Stove Black Richardson, who runs the 
family business with daughter Sara the 
Stove Princess. —BRIAN COLEMAN 


GOOD TIME STOVE COMPANY, Goshen, MA: 
(413) 268-3677; goodtimestove.com 


Good Time Stove’s Richard Richardson, 
a colleague of ours since the “705. 


a dramatic example. Another native, 


Virginia creeper, can become a devour- 
ing monster in some gardens (even in 
the Northeast), and reports are growing 
that its sap is toxic. The issue of “plants 
that belong here vs. those that cause harm 
here” has become very complicated! 


www.landmark-impressions.com 
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Wood Turnings for Porches & мсн 09 


e Stock or Custom Designs е Authentic Replications е Prompt Quality Service e 


*Porch Posts е Balusters е Newels е Spindles е Finials e Handraile 
e Lengths To 12 Feet е Free Brochure e 
1-800-527-9064 Fax 701-642-4204 

E-Mail: info@cinderwhit.com 
Website: www.cinderwhit.com 
fo Eleventh Avenue Пе е е, 


COURTESY GOOD TIME STOVE COMPANY, INC. (RIGHT) 


Two great shows, one great price, one great location! 
VISIT BOTH THE DESIGNER CRAFTSMEN SHOW OF PHILADELPHIA™ & THE GREATER PHILADELPHIA HISTORIC HOME SHOW™ 
AT THE VALLEY FORGE CONVENTION CENTER е KING OF PRUSSIA, PENNSYLVANIA 
— THE 
DESIGNER 
SHOW 


Philadelphia 


JANUARY 16, 17 & 18, 2009 


FRIDAY, 6:00PM~9:00PM 
OPENING NIGHT PREVIEW PARTY 
Preview Admission: $35.00 per person 
SATURDAY, 10:00AM~5:00PM 

SUNDAY, 11:00AM~4:00PM 


Saturday & Sunday Admission: $12.00 per person 
$10.00 with this ad (Discount applies to Saturday & Sunday only.) 


(Not valid with any other offer, Limit one per person.) 


Admission is valid for all show days. Children 12 and under are free. 
Strollers and cameras are not permitted on the showroom floor. 


Admission price includes admission to 


THE HISTORIC HOME SHOW E 


E 3 IN g 


a | - m Cater LO» 
HISTORIC 
HOME SHOW 


The Resource for American Architectural Preservation 


JANUARY 16, 17 & 18, 2009 


FRIDAY, 6:00PM-9:00PM 
OPENING NIGHT PREVIEW PARTY 
Preview Admission: $35.00 per person 


SATURDAY, 10:00AM- 5:00PM 
SUNDAY, 11:00AM-4:00PM 


Saturday & Sunday Admission: $12.00 per person 
$10.00 with this ad (Discount applies to Saturday & Sunday only.) 


(Not valid with any other offer. Limit one per person.) 


Admission is valid for all show days. Children 12 and under are free. 
Strollers and cameras are not permitted on the showroom floor. 


Admission price includes admission to 


THE DESIGNER CRAFTSMEN SHOW 


GOODRICHESCOMPANY —_ 


PROMOTIONS, INC. 
P.O. Box 1577 | Mechanicsburg, PA | 17055 


Phone: 717.796.2380 е E-mail: info@goodrichpromotions.com е Website: www.goodrichpromotions.com 
tact PRIORITY TRAVEL for accommodations: (Toll Free) 1.888.796.9991 or E-mail: priority travel@goodrichpromotions.com 
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T FIRST IMPRESSION, architect 
Russell Versaci’s new book 
confounded me: I kept 
wanting to pigeonhole it and it re- 
fused. It's not a guide to historic styles 
or a catalog of details; it’s neither a 
history of American architecture nor 
a showcase for today’s traditional 
architects. Old houses, replicas, and 
new work mingle in each chapter. 

“Т am an architectural tourist,” 
Versaci writes, and reading his In- 
troduction, I grasped what he means 
by “Roots of Home.” He says his 
decades of travel, studying old hous- 
es and using that knowledge in his 
practice, made him want to better 
understand  architecture's context. 
Social history, culture, and environ- 
ment shaped regional traditions. He 
ends up identifying “the ten colonial 
cradles of home"—from Alta Cali- 


fornia to the St. Lawrence, Chesa- 


FEBRUARY 2009 


J@ American vernaculars 


peake Bay to New England. Then 
he organizes important prototypical 
house types in four sprawling chap- 
ters devoted to our Spanish, French, 
English, and Continental heritages. 
Here are the log cabins, stone farm- 
houses, saltboxes, haciendas, Dutch 
houses, and plantations. Each chap- 
ter presents new and rebuilt houses 
in the context of the old, along with 
pithy sidebars on special places, build- 
ing elements, and vernacular types. 

This book is not about repro- 
ducing the past. It’s about the ongo- 
ing work of building well and with 
a sense of place. + 


REVIEWED BY PATRICIA POORE 


Roots of Home 
Our Journey to a 
New Old House 

by Russell Versaci. 
Taunton Press, 
2008. Hardcover, 
265 pages, $45.00. 


PHOTOS BY ERIK KVALSVIK/COURTESY TAUNTON PRESS 


A Levin, MIS 


ORNAMENTAL PLASTER * CATALOG * CUSTOM 


ЕКГ ВЕК 


=з... Е ^ НЕ | AUN 
AA | | 2^ ORNAMENTAL 
MARBLE MANTELS STONE MANTELS - WOOD MANTELS WAINSCOT PLANKING < >: 


S ИЗ 


DESIGNER FLORALS WORLD GLOBES WINDOW CORNICES MANTEL SHELVES Co PLASTERING CORP 


HISTORICAL - TRADITIONAI PO BOX 57, 1000 W. Washington Street 
the CLASSIC - MODERN Norristown, Pennsylvania 19404 “ 610-275-4713 
TIMELESS FAXF610-275-6636 * 800-392-6896 * www. felber.net 


www.designthespace.com - 866-983-3267 PLEASE CALL OR WRITE FOR CATALOG 


“Preserving 
America's M.TEIXEIRA SOAPSTONE 
Properties 
and Their 
Windows!” 


е Magnetic interior storm 
window for maximum 
efficiency and easy removal! 


е Пара maintain the integrity 


and improves the efficiency 
of your existing windows. 


е 40-60% improved thermal 
efficiency. 

е Rapid payback through 
energy cost savings. 


е Elimination of drafts and 
condensation. 


е 50-80% sound reduction 
from the exterior. 


@ Filters harmful ultra-violet 
light to protect against sun 
damage and fading. 


е Custom colors, shapes and esee to purchase from tilll 
designs are the standard. EM full line of cookware: 

€ Extensive dealer & installer $ z : : 
network available or DIY 2 : New York/New Jersey: 201-525-0024 
approved. : | San Francisco, CA: 415-401-7778 
Charlotte, NC: 877-478-8170 
Denver, CO: 720-570-0467 

SOAPSTONES.COM info@soapstones.com 
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designer SPECS 


On the surprising 
affordability of trim 
pieces, ornaments, 

and onlays in plaster, 
compo, urethane, 


and wood. 


Trimming Out BY PATRICIA POORE 


AST JUNE, Catherine Lun- 

die’s excellent overview of 

mouldings and trim made 
readers hungry for ornament, but 
apparently begged some questions. 
“So—plaster is for the State House, 
and polyurethane is okay for spec 
houses—as long as you don’t look 
too close?” wrote one reader. Sever- 
al others asked about cost, plain and 
simple: what’s the cheapest? 

Plaster, the versatile and 
time-honored material, is for the 
State House (and museums, and the 
New York Public Library). But plas- 
teris also for residen- 
tial use. Medallions, 
mouldings, and or- 
naments are readily 


available from the 


living archive of 
such companies as Decorator’s Sup- 
ply in Chicago, and expert plaster- 


ers can be found to work on site. 


At апу rate, it’s hard to make an 
apples-to-apples comparison among 
the various types of trim. In general, 
architectural ornament is surprising- 
ly affordable; you’re 
paying for the n™ cast, 
not for the original, 
hand-carved pattern. 
(A medium-size me- 
dallion 


plaster, 16 to about 


in reinforced 


25 inches in diameter, 
runs from about $120 
to $300 depending on complexity. 
Polyurethane medallions in that size 
category typically run from $35 to 
$140; they will not have the com- 
plexity or depth of relief of plaster.) 
When it comes to installation, light- 
weight polyurethane ornament is 
easily a do-it-yourself job. Installa- 
tion of, say, a precast plaster ceiling 
medallion is not complex, however. 


Onlays, or small, three-di- 


mensional ornaments, are usually 
made of compo, a traditional blend 
of oil, resin, and chalk or whiting 
in a glue matrix. These ornaments 
are made in almost 
infinite variety—not 
only dentils and egg- 
and-dart, but also 
Rococo carvings of 
musical instruments, 
Aesthetic dolphins, 
Greek corbels, de- 
signs by Sullivan and 
Wright, and geometric Art Deco mo- 
tifs. Compo is also used for running 
trim. (Several companies offer high- 
ly flexible polyester trim that takes a 
radius and bridges uneven surfaces.) 

Many of these companies of- 
fer ornament in Gothic, Deco, and 
even Modern vocabularies. Fine fin- 
ish and proportion are the goals in 
the use of mouldings, cornices, and 


ornamentation. + [See page 72.] 


TOP: Plaster? The dome ceiling is embellished with J.P. Weaver's pliable “Petitsin” compo ornaments. The small medallion is Focal 
Point’s egg-and-dart pattern #833 in polyurethane. LEFT: An onlay from Decorator’s Supply, #11237, reproduces ornament designed 
by Louis Sullivan. ABOVE RIGHT: Decorator’s Supply #750 is an exuberant Gothic 20-inch plaster medallion: $135.98. 
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ORIGINAL 
DESIGNS 


PRESSED -TIN CEILINGS 


‚12° ы 24" PATTERNS ~ COMMERCIAL Ы RESIDENTIAL 


SHOP & COMPARE 
WE HAVE SOME OF THE LOWEST PRICES 


CHELSEA DECORATIVE METAL CO. 
8212 BRAEWICK DRIVE + HOUSTON, TEXAS 77074 


Шура ура! Ray аш 


713/721-9200 Ez 


TheTinman.com 


i 
The = Hasler = 


Fine Detailed C Replica „се Exquisite Hand Carvings 
For more than a century, designers and architects have enriched their 
projects with accent elements created by the DECORATORS SUPPLY CORPORATION. 
Today we offer replicas of some fifteen thousand original designs, produced 
in varied materials. * Readily installed by tradespeople and do-it-yourselfers. 
“ Uses: period restoration, remodeling, new building projects. 

* $35.00 for our six book set of illustrated catalogs. 


DECORATORS SUPPLY CORPORATION 
3610 SOUTH MORGAN, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60609 
(Р) 773-847-6300 « (Е) 773-847-6357 * www.decoratorssupply.com 


CLASSIC ACCENTS INC. 


‘PUSH BUTTON LIGHT SWITCHES: 
BEAUTIFUL HAND FORGED WALL PLATES - 


Family owned & operated and serving the old house community for 25 yrs. 
We redesigned and manufacture a complete Jine of PUSH BUTTON SWITCHES 
including PUSH BUTTON dimmers. We also carry over 25 beautiful hand 
forged and punched wall plates. Tassels, picture cord, molding hooks & more. 


Call us 800 245 7742 * www.classicaccents.net 


Classic Accents p.o. box 1181 Southgate, MI 48195 
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As traditional апа 

D versatile as plaster, wood can : 

_ be cut or carved, and varnished, 
ано, ог painted. It is specified 
when the element is structural as 
well as ornamental. Besides its use 
for columns and capitals, cornices, 

_ and wall mouldings, wood is used 
for carved ornaments and onlays 
as well. Over history, ornaments 
have been made of wood, coming: 
and plaster; it's often hard to tell 
what the material is if it has been 
painted. Architectural woodcarv- 
ings are chosen for wood mantels 
and stairs, as repeat ornaments, 

_ and to decorate wood cabinets and 
furniture. Wood does shrink and 

_ swell, unlike plaster and hardened 


composition materials. Many in- 


stallations require expert carpentry - 


‚skills. But it is unquestionably the 
right choice for panels and wain- 
scots, and for elements where 


color or grain are important. 


PLASTE R, Composition (Compo) & Polyurethane 


з ABATRON (800) 445-1754, abatron.com Stock and custom compounds for your own mold- 
making and casting. = BALMER ARCHITECTURAL MOULDINGS (800) 665-3454, balmer.com 


Decorative interior moulding, millwork, and trim in plaster, plaster-cement, and polyurethane 
materials. = BOMAR DESIGNS (913) 837-3202, bomardesigns.com Compo ornament; 

great website with installation instructions. = DECORATOR'S SUPPLY СО. (800) 792-2093, 
decoratorssupply.com Huge design inventory for hand-cast plaster, hardwood mouldings, 
composition mouldings. = ELITE MOULDINGS (905) 760-1665, elitemouldings.com Compo- 
ornamented MDF mouldings, polyurethane medallions. = FLEX MOULDING (800) 307-3357, 
flexiblemoulding.com Flexible and highly flexible polyester mouldings and trim. = FOCAL POINT 
ARCHITECTURAL PRODUCTS (800) 662-5550, focalpointproducts.com Polyurethane architec- 
tural mouldings and architectural elements. = FYPON LTD. (800) 955-5748, fypon.com Interior 
and exterior urethane millwork. ж J.P. WEAVER (818) 500-1740, jpweaver.com “Petitsin” 
resin-based, flexible, paintable interior ornamentation, = NEARWOOD ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS 
(866) 886-2677, nearwood.com Synthetic ornament that cuts and mills like wood. 


Artistic installations, such as this ceiling 
center by sculptor and master artisan 
David Flaherty, are done in plaster. 


PLASTER 
SPECIALISTS 


в BOSTON ORNAMENT COMPANY (617) 
787-4118, bostonornament.com 
Traditional plaster ornament and precast stone. 
= FELBER ORNAMENTAL PLASTERING CORP. 
(800) 392-6896, felber.net Traditional and 


glass-reinforced plaster ® FISCHER & JIROUCH 


(216) 361-3840, fischerandjirouch.com 
Handcrafter of ornamental plaster since 1902. ж 
Repair information given in Preservation Brief 
#23, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, also provides 
insight into the fabrication of ornamental plaster. 
“Preserving Historic Ornamental Plaster” by 
David Flaherty, online version at WWW.NPS. 
gov/history/hps/tps/briefs/brief23.htm 


WOO D O RN AM Е N 15 в AMERICAN CUSTOM MILLWORK (888) 608-9663, acmi-inc.com 


Interior wood mouldings and carvings, a BENDIX ARCHITECTURAL PRODUCTS (800) 526-0240, bendixarchitectural.com Decorative wood mould- 
тоз and carvings. © CUMBERLAND WOODCRAFT (800) 367-1884, cumberlandwoodcraft.com Victorian woodwork and ornaments. = DRIWOOD 
MOULDING CO. (843) 669-2478, driwood.com Embossed and plain hardwood mouldings. ® ELITE TRIMWORKS CORP. (800) 729-9541, 
elitetrimworks.com Wainscot systems, columns, MDF (wood and resin) ornaments, = ENKEBOLL DESIGNS (800) 745-5507, enkeboll.com 
Wood carving specialist, from mouldings to ornaments. ж HULL HISTORICAL MILLWORK (817) 332-1495, hullhistorical.com Historical interior wood 
trim. = MAURER & SHEPHERD JOYNERS (860) 633-2383, msjoyners.com Custom built raised-panel walls with custom carving. = MCCOY 
MILLWORK (888) 236-0995, mccoymillwork.com Traditional mouldings in wood, urethane. ® PACIFIC COLUMNS (800) 294-1098, 
pacificcolumns.com Interior trim and ornament, in composite, resin, urethane, and “Signature Series” wood. = SUPERIOR MOULDING (800) 
473-1415, superiormoulding.com Wood mouldings, ornament. = VAN DYKE'S RESTORERS (800) 558-1234, vandykes.com Hand-carved 
wood and resin ornament. = WHITE RIVER HARDWOODS (800) 558-0119, mouldings.com Hardwood and embossed mouldings. 
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BRIAN MCNEILL 


Gallenberg Studio 


Your Midwest Source for Fine Custom: i 
in the Arts & Crafts Style — 


е Award Winning Designs Бу an А 
Master Craftsman 


* Greene & Greene Design Specialist 
е Handcrafted Furniture and Lig 

* Custom Doors and Garage Doors - 
* Interior Design 

* Renovation 


„в к. 


ео. 
DESIGN CENTEI 


1 home Ta 


Our Arts & Crafts Homes quarterly се!- 
ebrates the revival of quality and craftsmanship. Each 
issue offers intelligent writing and beautiful photo- 
graphs on every page. And there's lots of expert ad- 
vice for those furnishing a home in the A&C spirit. To 
subscribe for just $24 per year, call (800) 967-3462, 
or visit artsandcraftshomes.com 


Now in its sixth year, Early Homes is 

a bi-annual special edition that focuses on 

the period 1700-1850 and its revivals, including 
Colonial and Neoclassical design. Each issue con- 
tains lavish photos and plenty of product sources. 
Complete your collection today. Order Early Homes 
issues for $6.95 each, shipping included. 


NAME (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY) 


ADDRESS 


CITY/STATE/ZIP. 


MASTERCARD VISA AMEX (CIRCLE ONE) 
Oe ЕК ЫП ааа! 
Jl || II | || || | | Meet Бек | у} 
SIGNATURE: (REQUIRED) EXPIRATION DATE: / 


Which Early Homes editions would you like to order? PLEASE CHECK: 
J SPRING 2004 1 5ЏММЕВ 2005 О SPRING 2006 (FALL/WINTER 2006 


4 SUMMER 2007 1 МЛМТЕВ 2007 О SUMMER 2008 {WINTER 2008 
J SUMMER 2009 I WINTER 2009 


(AVAILABLE IN JUNE) (AVAILABLE IN DECEMBER) 


To order the latest Design Center Sourcebook, PLEASE CHECK: 
О 6TH EDITION DESIGN CENTER SOURCEBOOK 


Mail this coupon with check or credit card information to: 
Old-House Interiors, 108 East Main Street, Gloucester, MA 01930 
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These excellent companies have placed 
advertisements in this issue; page 
numbers are shown here. Reach them 
by phone or through their websites. 


Please let our advertisers know 
you found them through 
Old-House Interiors! 


AK Exteriors pg. 76 

(800) 253-9837 akexteriors.com 
American Restoration Tile pg. 40 
(501) 455-1000 restorationtile.com 
Americana pg. 32 

(800) 269-5697 shutterblinds.com 


Ann Wallace / Prairie Textiles pg. 75 
(213) 614-1757 annwallace.com 


Arts & Crafts Homes And The Revival pg. 35 
(800) 967-3462 artsandcraftshomes.com 


Barber Wilsons & Co. Ltd. pg. 25 

(800) 727-6317 barwil.co.uk 

Bradbury & Bradbury Art Wallpapers pg. 63 
(707) 746-1900 bradbury.com 

Bradford Woodworking pg. 77 

(610) 584 1150 bradfordwoodworking.com 


Bucks County Soapstone Co. pg. 39 
(215) 249-8181 buckscountysoapstone.com 


Cape Cod Lanterns pg. 75 
(877) 794-5337 capecodlanterns.com 


Carlson’s Barnwood Company pg. 75 circle no. 889 


(309) 522 5550 carlsonsbarnwood.com 


Charles P. Rogers & Co. Inc. pg. 65 

(866) 845-5946 charlesprogers.com 
Chelsea Decorative Metal pg. 71 

(713) 721-9200 thetinman.com 
CinderWhit & Co. pg. 66 

(800) 527-9064 cinderwhit.com 

Classic Accents pg. 71 

(800) 245-7742 classicaccents.net 
Classic Gutter Systems pg. 75 

(269) 665-2700 classicgutters.com 
Climate Seal / Acoustical Surfaces pg. 69 
(877) 773-7379 climateseal.com 
Conklin’s Authentic Antique Barnwood & 
Hand Hewn Beams, Inc. pg. 16 

(570) 465-3832 conklinsbarnwood.com 
Connor Homes pg. 79 

(802) 382-9082 connorbuilding.com 
Crown City Hardware pg. 7 

(800) 950-1047 restoration.com 

Crown Point Cabinetry pg. 31 

(800) 999-4994 crown-point.com 
Dahthaus Lighting pg. 77 

(877) 925-4448 dahlhaus-lighting.com 
Decorator's Supply Co. pg. 71 

(800) 792-2093 decoratorssupply.com 
Design The Space pg. 69 

(866) 983-3267 designthespace.com 
Designs in Tile pg. 80 

(530) 926-2629 designsintile.com 
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DuQuella Tile & ClayWorks pg. 81 
(866) 218-8221 tiledecorative.com 


Early New England Homes by Country Carpenters pg. 79 
(860) 643-1148 earlynewenglandhomes.com 


Egyptian Elements by Gate Multimedia pg. 65 
(866) 294-7166 gatemm.com 


Elmira Stove Works pg. 25 
(800) 295-8498 elmirastoveworks.com 


Ephraim Faience Pottery pg. 31 

(888) 704-POTS ephraimpottery.com 
Erie Landmark Company pg. 36 

(800) 874-7848 erielandmark.com 


Felber Ornamental Plastering pg. 69 
(800) 392-6896 felber.net 


Gallenberg Studio pg. 73 

(715) 882-4900 gallenbergstudio.com 
The Gingham Goose pg. 76 

(508) 763-4833 

Gracewood Design pg. 12 

(503) 922-0386 gracewooddesign.com 
Hardware Bath & More pg. 80 

(800) 760-3278 h-b-m.com 


Heatizon Systems pg. 65 
(888) 239-1232 heatizon.com 


HeatRegisters.com pg. 16 

(509) 535-5098 heatregisters.com 
Historic Housefitters pg. 76 

(800) 247-4111 historichousefitters.com 
Historic Houseparts pg. 77 

(888) 558-2329 historichouseparts.com 
House of Antique Hardware pg. 39 

(888) 223-2545 hoah.biz 


Howard Products Inc. pg. 75 
(800) 266-9545 howardproducts.com 


J.P. Weaver pg. TI 
(818) 500-1740 jpweaver.com 


).R. Burrows & Co. pg. 63 
(800) 347-1795 burrows.com 


Kayne & Son Custom Hardware pg. 76 
(828) 667-8868 customforgedhardware.com 


Kennebec Company pg. 3 

(207) 443-2131 kennebeccompany.com 
King's Chandelier pg. 77 

(336) 623-6188 chandelier.com 
Landmark Impressions pg. 66 

(208) 336-7111 landmark-impressions.com 
M. Teixeira Soapstone pg. 69 

(877) 478-8170 soapstones.com 

Maple Grove Restorations pg. 76 

(860) 742-5432 maple-grove.com 
Mason & Wolf Wallpaper pg. 65 

(732) 866-0451 mason-wolf.com 
Maurer & Shepherd Joyners pg. 80 
(860) 633-2383 msjoyners.com 
Meredith Collection / Ironrock pg. 28 
(330) 484-1656 meredithtile.com 
Minwax Company pg. 5 

(800) 523-9299 minwax.com 

Mission Woodworking pg. 77 

(877) 848-5697 missionwoodworking.com 
Mitchell Andrus Studios pg. 37 

(908) 647-7442 mitchellandrus.com 
Motawi Tileworks pg. 16 

(734) 213-0017 motawi.com 

The Period Arts Fan Company pg. 6 
(888) 588-3267 periodartsfanco.com 
The Persian Carpet pg. 9 

(800) 333-1801 persiancarpet.com 


Pewabic Pottery pg. 29 
(313) 822-0954 pewabic.com 


Plankmaker pg. 77 
(800) 755-1789 wideplanking.com 

Primrose Distributing / Olde Century Colors pg. 33 
(800) 222-3092 oldecenturycolors.com 

PTS Furniture pg. 13 

(805) 496-4804 ptsfurniture.com 

PW Vintage Lighting pg. 32 

(866) 561-3158 pwvintagelighting.com 

Radiant Wraps pg. 75 

(973) 857-6480 radiantwraps.com 

Reggio Register pg. 12 

(800) 880-3090 reggioregister.com 

Rejuvenation back cover 

(888) 401-1900 rejuvenation.com 

Renaissance Antique Lighting pg. 80 

(800) 850-8515 antique-lighting.com 

Rocheford Handmade Tile pg. 33 

(612) 824-6216 housenumbertiles.com 


Schoolhouse Electric Co. pg. 29 
(800) 630-7113 schoolhouseelectric.com 


Sheldon Slate Products pg. 15 
(207) 997-3615 sheldonslate.com 


Shuttercraft pg. 33 
(203) 245-2608 shuttercraft.com 


Steam Radiators pg. 14 
(800) 966-0587 steamradiators.com 


Steel Partners Inc. pg. 28 
(360) 748-9406 steelpartnersinc.com 


Stickley, L. & J.G. inside front cover 
(315) 682-5500 stickley.com 


Subway Ceramics pg. 37 

(888) 387-3280 subwaytile.com 
Sunrise Specialty Co. inside back cover 
(510) 729-7277 sunrisespecialty.com 


Sutherland Welles Ltd. pg. 27 

(800) 322-1245 tungoilfinish.com 

The Swan Company pg. 76 

(530) 865-4109 swanpicturehangers.com 
Sylvan Brandt pg. 63 

(717) 626-4520 sylvanbrandt.com 

Thistle Hill Weavers pg. 76 

(866) 384-2729 thistlehillweavers.com 
Tiger Rug pg. 42 

(877) 828-9500 tigerrug.net 

Tile Source pg. 36 

(843) 689-9151 tile-source.com 

Touchstone Woodworks pg. 77 

(330) 297-1313 touchstonewoodworks.com 
Trustworth Studios pg. 41 

(508) 746-1847 trustworth.com 

Vintage Plumbing Bathroom Antiques pg. 37 
(818) 772-1721 vintageplumbing.com 
Visbeen Associates Inc. pg. 79 

(616) 285-9901 visbeen.biz 

W.F. Norman Corp. pg. 63 

(800) 641-4038 wfnorman.com 

Wall Words pg. 40 

(888) 422-6685 wallwords.com 

Windy Ridge Corp. pg. 37 

(800) 639-2021 veha.com 

Wolff House Wallpapers pg. 80 

(740) 501-3766 wolffhousewallpapers.com 
Woodstone Architectural Windows & Doors pg. 41 
(800) 682-8223 woodstone.com 


YesterYear's Vintage Doors & Millwork pp. 73 and 76 
(315) 324-5400 vintagedoors.com 


Natural Upholstery Cleaner 


| Fine Furniture е Oriental Rugs е Auto Interiors 


Cura d Е : à А 
г. а е ans а 
Imag ne tran s forming your home into a 


soothing, refreshing, personal atmosphere 
filled with revitalizing aromas. Now you can 
create this healthier living environment 
simply while you clean! 


Available in 3 Essential Oil Fragrances 
or Naturally Fragrance-Free 


* Energizing Grapefruit-Ginger 
е Cleansing Lemongrass-Lime 
* Inspiring Sage-Citrus 


Nilay, 
ај 


COP 


Upholstery Cleaner 


In 


HOWARD 


ПИ 


To Find Out Where to Buy In Your Area, 
Please Call 800-266-9545 or visit 
www.HowardNaturals.com 


Atural vegetable-derived ingredients 


- 12 FL. OZ. - 355 n 


; А СЛ 
| 3 7 y T 
Naturally 
Fragrance-Free 


Roller Sha 


des for Period Homes 


li 


bero Aula ЛИ 
Old fashioned custom shades stenciled or plain, 
in several colors & fabrics. Styles for Arts & 
Crafts, Victorian and 18th Century homes & early 
industrial. Please view our historic collection. 
Ann Wallace "26-60-1757 www.annwallace.com 


S CARLSON'S BARNWOOD 


CIR TE ARN Ww 


ча (5 ry, 


Ie 


Whether it's antique wood 
flooring, barnwood, beams 
or architectural antiques 
you need, we can help! 


Phone 269.665.2700 « Fax 269.665.1234 


8066 North 1200 Ave., Cambridge, IL 61238 
800-734-5824 - carlsonsbarnwood.com 


S. WILDER 


Classic Gutter Фу 


& Co. 
SINCE 1836 


Quality, Handcrafted Brass & Copper Lighting 
309 Orleans Road, North Chatham, MA 02650 
877.794.5337 “ www.capecodlanterns.com 


installed baseboard 
heating units 


stems; TEES 


1 IC gancc 
C 


“Old World” style heavy-duty 


copper, aluminum and 


galvalume half round gutters 


= Up to 26’ shipped nationally 


= 26 styles of cast fascia brackets 


= Roof mount options available 
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Кот our new 
Jane Auste Collection 
www.SwanPictureHangers.com 


Specializing in Service 
and Dependability 


High Profit Potential 


Your wholesale source and manufacturer 


of cast aluminum lighting, fixtures, 


and furniture. We reproduce original cast 
iron parts, build molds, and specialize 


in custom work. 


Write for our catalog featuring illustrations 


of more than 160 of our available 
products ($4.00 fee). 

298 Leisure Lane 

Clint, TX 79836 

800-253-9837 Fax: 915-886-2890 


www.akexteriors.com 


The Gingham Goose 


Specializing in Custom Primitive Style Curtains 


24 


Primitive lighting, furniture, windsor chairs, textiles 


182 Middleboro Rd., E. Freetown, MA 02717 
508-763-4833 е barbofthegoose@yahoo.com 
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Thistle Hill Weavers 


The Studio of Rabbit Goody 


Custom Historic Reproduction 
Window Treatments, Bed Hangings, 
Carpet, Fabric, Trims 


www.thistlehillweavers.com • 518.284.2729 


HISTORIC HOUSEFITTERS СО. 


18"! CENTURY PERIOD LIGHTING 


+ Walllantems + Antique Tin, 

» Post Lanterns Copper & Brass 
* Interior Sconces + Large Inventory 
+ Chandeliers * Custom Work 


Also, the finest in Hand-Forged Iron 
Hardware, Period Knob & Leversets, 
Pewter, Tin & Redware and Much More. 
Send $5.00 for our 64-page 

color catalog. 


РО. Box 26, Dept. 6019 
Brewster, N.Y 10509 
800-247-4111 


www historichousefitters.com 


Interior Raised Panel Shutters 


Raised Panel Walls Wainscoting 
P.O. Box 396 Dept. OHI 
Andover, CT 06232-0396 


(860) 742-5432 


www.maple-grove.com 
Color Brochure: $2.00 


Door Handles / Locks 
Strap Hinges (functional & faux) 
Forged Steel, Bronze & Copper 
Kitchen & Hearth / Garage & Barn 
Repairs/Restoration / Reproduction 
Truly Hand Forged / Made in the USA 


Kayne & Son 
Custom Hardware 


100 Daniel Ridge Road, Dept OHI, Candler, NC 28715 
828.667.8868 Catalogs $5.00 
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Screen & Storm Doors 


www.touchstonewoodworks.com 


BRADFORD | www.Dahlhaus-Lighting.com 
| Hand Crafted 


+ 
z Аш ee 
ODWORKING! Dahlhaus Hann, 29а ince 1968. 
| aftsmansh Dy Ç 


Vintage European Lighting Out 
5 


Your specialist for high-end, custom made, ^ Сеат | Many styles 


exterior lighting and garden accessories. — > чен 
online a 


и MISSION WOODWORKING ! 


zum я) 


Innovative, Affordable 
and Beautiful Covers for 
concealing existing fully 
functional baseboard heat. 


Call or E-mail Now 
for more information on this creative 
solution to your decorating needs. 


Ask about E discounts Without Cover > 


502 Kesco Drive е Bristol, IN 46507 е ph 877.848.5697 ext. 5 е fx 574.848.7897 
email sales@missionwoodworking.com е www.missionwoodworking.com/mwl 


ings | 
handelier 


Creating affordable 
crystal lighting for 
well-loved homes. 


Direct ... 1935 


| [| 
(4 rs 
Sb NS 


гус - Mahogany 
* Custom Sizes 
* Tempered Glass 
* 55 Styles 
Touchstone 


Woodworks 


PO Box 112 
Dept OHI 
Ravenna OH 44266 


(330) 297-1313 


з 
www.chandelier.com 


or call for catalog 
Eden, NC (336) 623-6188 
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3 TRADITIONAL BUILDING 


EXHIBITION AND С ON FER ENG 
Restoring the Past. Building the Future. 


ISCOVER... 


_hundreds of historically accurate products .. 


Е : L] 2 = 
.. for your next restoration or renovation Srölsct! 


Boston 2009 


SMART SOLUTIONS FOR A CHALLENGING MARKET 


LEARN HOW TO USE TRADITIONAL BUILDING SKILLS AND PRODUCTS 
TO SURVIVE, EVEN THRIVE, IN TURBULENT TIMES. CHOOSE FROM 
OVER 65 SEMINARS, WORKSHOPS AND TOURS. 


FREE Admission to the Exhibits! 


The Traditional Building Exhibition and Conference offers FREE admission to the exhibit hall when you 
bring this ticket with you to register onsite. 


Em TRADITIONAL BUILDING 


ВЕН ExHIBITION AND CONFERENCE 


EXHIBIT HALL HOURS 


HYNES CONVENTION СЕМТЕВ, Boston, MA 


FRIDAY и March 13 и 11:00am - 5:00pm 
SATURDAY в March 14 и 11:00am - 4:00pm 


The Traditional Building Exhibition and Conference is the largest national event for professionals and 
enthusiasts who restore, renovate and preserve historic buildings or build new ones in a traditional style. 


1-866-566-7840 | www.TRADITIONALBUILDINGSHOW.CO 


(802) 382-9082. 
www.connorbuildingcom _ _ 
connorbuilding@connorbuilding.com 


Middlebury, Vermont 
Leesburg, Virginia 


www.visbeen.biz 


МАНА 


Building the New Old Home since 1969 


Beautiful, durable and affordable homes and interiors, craftsman 
built with exquisite detail, shipped directly to your home site. 

Call us today for a full color catalog of home plans, pricing and 
your guide to building a new home. 


DISCOVER THE CHARM of Early New England Homes 


E 


F 


E y 
Period reproduction 
lighting and hardware. 


» Our own full line of antique 
reproduction fixtures 


» Replacement shades 


and accessories 
> Hardware 


> Replacement 
glass shades 


42 Spring Street, Newport, RI 
401.849.8515 
Toll Free 800.850.8515 
www.antique-lighting.com 
Catalog available online: www.antique-lighting.com 


PREMIER BATH, LIGHTING & HARDWARE 


New Owners, 
Experienced Consultants 
and 
Over 400 Different Manufacturers 


— JASON. www.h-b-m.com Ph: 800-760-3278 


HYDROTHERAPY 


wolffhousewallpapers.com 
740.501.3766 
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17th and 18th Century 
Millwork 


Windows, Doors & Entryways 
Raised-Panel Walls 
Old Glass, Moldings 
Wide Pine Flooring 


Beaded & Feather edge boards 
Send $4.00 for catalog. 
BTRSNL Ку NNCV МО) НИЕ 


Maurer & Shepherd Joyners 
122 Naubuc Avenue 
Glastonbury, Connecticut 06033 
(860)-633-2383 “ www.msjoyners.com 


Color Doctor 911 


John Crosby Freeman 
“The Grand Poobah of Polychrome” 
za 


Recognized architectural color design expert 
Color consulting nationwide - inside & outside paint palett: 
Commercial and residential projects • АП architectural styl 


610.662.9934 г colordoctor911.con 


INTERIORS 


Not yet, but soon....... 


Our online newsletter launches 
in February, with how-tos, news, 


events, and special offers. 


If you want to be among the first 
to receive it, send a quick note from 
your preferred email address to 

the address below. 


newsletter@oldhouseinteriors.com 


Enjoy a deep 
discount off the 
cover price and 
free delivery. 
Your customers 
will thank you! 


Call (978) 283-3200 
ext. то to arrange 
for the current 
issue to be shipped 
to your store today. 


Arts & Catt, 


a SEATTLE 


Exhibit: The Art, and Суй. 


Movement in the Pacific Northwest 
May 30, 2009 - January 18, 2010 DUQUELLA TILE 


Museum of History & Industry www.tiledecorative.com 


www.seattlehistory.org 866 218-8221 


Arty and Craft, Conference 
September 23 - 27, 2009 

Initiatives in Art and Culture 
www.artinitiatives.com 


Historic Seattle Bungalow Fair 
Antiques, Contemporary 

Furniture, Decorative Arts 

& Lectures, Town Hall 

September 26 - 27, 2009 
www.historicseattle.org 


Sponsored in part by 4Culture and ArtsFund 


ENTRIES `“ 
ONGOING - 


In every issue, we showcase a reader's project, 
along with what inspired it, on our last page. 
Readers have shared a Swedish Arts & Crafts bed right out of a painting by Carl Larsson...a 
scheme based on an old children's illustration...an adaptation of a famous staircase...a wa 
cut linoleum rooster tile based on a 1940s juice glass...a gazebo inspired by a porch Баш 


What inspired you? SEND PHOTOS ОК JPEGS TODAY 


ENTER ONLINE OR BY MAIL. senn us: 


“ Photos or jpegs of your project. * An image of what inspired it. [A photocopy is fine; we'll handle per- 
mission to use the images.] * Two or three paragraphs describing the inspiration for your project, your 
intention, and the work you did. * Your name, full street address, phone number and email address 
[for editor's use only], the age and style of your house. • OPTIONAL: A photo of your house's exterior; 
other photos that provide context. 


Questions? (978) 283-3200; info@oldhouseinteriors.com 


MAIL TO: 
Old-House Interiors, “Inspired Ву" 
108 E. Main Street, Gloucester, MA 01930 


EMAIL JPEGS AND INFORMATION TO: M | МҮҮДХ. 


letters@oldhouseinteriors.com [SUBJECT LINE: inspired by] 


Sponsored by: 


OLD-HOUSE INTERIORS (ISSN 1079-3941) VOL. ХУ, 
Telephone (978) 283-3200. Subscriptions in 
changes to Old-House Interiors, Р.О. Box 56009, Boulder, CO 80328-6009. 


OR YEARS, the center stair hall 
of our Folk Victorian house 
sat unfinished, its new gyp- 
:  sum-board walls primed and ready, 
as we pondered how to design the 
space so that it flowed into adjoin- 
ing rooms. We are a family of artists, 
and so we are apt to put off projects 
for long periods as we look for the 


1 


ily of perfectionists! 


ht inspiration. We are also a fam- 


Ош. greatest challenge: how 


D to те: create a staircase that po 


NUMBER I is published six times per year for $26 by 


an old newel post, and also some an- 
tique trim with a gothic or stylized 
fleur-de-lis motif. These salvaged 
parts provided the inspiration for 
fabricating the new staircase. 

We used the antique trim 
beneath the open stringer of the 
stairs—and we also crafted a small- 
er version of it to attach below the 
newel-post caps. That pulled the 
design together, even though the 
stair was based on old parts from 
different sites. * 


The owners created a 

smaller version of the pretty stringer 
. trim for the salvaged newel post 
(shown "as purchased" above). The 
new stair seems all of a piece. 


Canada аге $35 per year, payable in U.S. funds. Periodicals postage paid at Gloucester, MA 01930 and additional mailing offices. Postma 
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Gloucester Publishers, 


108 East Main Street, Gloucester, МА 01930. 
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